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"To the Reader. 


N unprejudiced and attentive Reader, of any judgment 
and Capacity, may ſee that the Author of the two follotu- 
ing Sermons, of the Creatures going into the Ark and poing 
cut of it, hath waded through theſe deep and typical ſubjects, 
and hath ſet them in a clear and intereſting light, — ſuch may 
profit by it and be much inſtrufted, but heedleſs reading, like 


heedleſs hearing, of the beſt things profits little, neither are 


ſuch perſons fit judges of what they read. 


The ſubjects of themſelves are important, and the explanation 
of them has a tendency greatly to confirm ſeveral main branches 
of Chriſtianity, viz Election, Effeftual calling, and perſe- 
verance, and to confute the contrary deadly errors. 


The Author might have added to the obſervations he has 
already made in the firſi Sermon on God's drawing the Crea- 
tures into the Ark to Noah, that the ſubjef is the more notable 


and worthy to be obſerved, as it was not the firſt, but the 


ſecond time of God's drawing the creatures by a mighty and 
ſupernatural influence, for he drew them to Adam to be named 
when Adam was yet in his ſlate of perfection, Gen, i 11, 19, 20, 
whereby the wiſe Creator did put an honour upon his own 
Creation and work ; and it is further to be obſerved that ſome 
of all theſe Cotte which were then ſupernaturaly named by 
the direction of the Almighty Creator, were afterwards drawn 
by the ſame power to be ſaved in the Ark.— It was the wiſdom 
of God thus to ſhew reſpe and goodneſs to his own work, — 


The 
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5 | 
The Style indeed is plain, but plaineſs can hurt no body, 
neither is it free from ſome Tautologies, but this tho diſguſting 
to ſome readers, is profitable to weak under ſtandings and weak 
memories; beſt des the difficult nature of the ſubject, even Types 
explained, is ſome Apology for this kind of Style, — 


As fer the brief Heads upon Joel, or of God's knowledge and 
notice of the meane/t and worſt of his creatures, being haſiily 
written the Heads are not ſo well ordered as they ought to be, 
but any thing that is good is better than nothing; and may be 
an entrance into this dark kind of ſubject, of ſome importance 
to be known, and which will not be di iatisfaftory to in 


minds. 
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S ER M O N I, 


OF THE CREATURES GOING 


OOO 


1 Pet. iii, 20, 21. Which ſometime were diſ bedient, when 
once the long-ſuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the Ark was a prepar ing, wherein few, that is, eight 
fouls were ſaved by water. The like figure uhereunts, 
even baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave us (not the putting away 
of the filth of the fleſh, bit the anjwer of a good canſcients 
$owards God) by the reſuri ection f Jeſus Chriſt, 


E R E we ſce that the Apoſtle, in ſpeaking of the 

G ſpel Salvation, mentions Noah's Ark, as ſome 
fi.,ure of it, and refers us to the account, which we 
have, Gon. vi. & vii. where we have the parts of this 
gieat and wonderful tranſaction, both in its ſelf, and 
Iypical fignifications ; as fuilows ; | 


1. God's declaring to his fe vant Noah, that he would 
deſtroy the innabitants of the caith, foi the abounding 
wickedneſs of mankind, ard the earth à ſo tar their ſake, 
Gen, vi. 13 And God ſaid unto Noah, the end of ali, 5 
3s come before me ; for the earth is filled with vinience lat e 
them e and behoid, I will deſtroy them u ith the crarth. A te- 
ncral curle, for the firſt g and tranf2tefiion, madly denied 
dy ſome, had been denounced before, upon the earthy 
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- deftruRion is threatened, upon the earth, for the extra. 


ordinary wickedneſs of the inhabitants, the natural fruit 
of that tranſgreſſion. 


2. Gop's command and direction to Noah, to make 
an Ark, in order to ſave himſelf and family ; and ſome 
of all the creatures upon the earth, from the deſtruction 
enſuing, in order to future propagation, and new peopling 
the earth, after the deſtruction was paſt, verſe 14. to 21. 
Mae thee an Ark if Gopher wood : rooms ſhalt thou mak 
in the\ark, and halt pitch it within and without with pitch, 
And this is the faſhion which thou ſhalt make it of « The length 
of the Ar ſhall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits : A wind: ſhalt thou 
make to the Arh, and in a cubit ſhalt thou finiſh it above; ond 
the door of the ark fhalt thou ſet in the fide thereof with lower, 
ſecond, and third ſtories ſhalt thou make it. And behld, I, even 
I do bring a fiocd of waters upon the earth, to deſtroy all fleſh, 
wherein is. the breath of life, from under heaven: and every 
thing that is in the earth ſhall die; But with thee will I e/tab- 
liſh my covenant : and thou ſhalt come into the ark ; thou, and 
thy ſons, and thy wife, and thy ſon's wives with thee: And 
of every living thing of all fleſh, two of every ſort ſhalt thou 


bring into the Ark, to keep them alive with thee © they ſhall le 


male and female © of fowls ofter their kind, and of cattle after 
their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind: 
two of every ſort ſhall come unto thee, to keep them alive. 


2. Noan's building the Ark according to the command 
and direction of Gop, verſe 22. Thus did Noah ; according 
ail that Cod c: mmanded him, ſo did he. 


4. Noan havirg finiſhed the Ark, Gop commanded 
him to make uſe of it, by going into it, together with 
his family; and to tzke in the creatures, wio were te 
be ſaved with him, before the flood came: Gen. vii. 1, 2 
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35 4+ And the Lerd faid unto Noah, Come thow, and all thy 
honſe into the ark: for thee have I ſeen righteous before me 


in this peveration: Of every clean beaſt thou ſhalt take te 


thee by ſevens, the male and his female : and of beaſts that are 
not clean by two, the male and his female : Of fowls alſo of 
the air by ſevens, the male and the female; to keep ſeed alive 
upon the face of all the earth : For yet ſeven days, and I will 
cauſe it to rain upon the earth forty days, and forty nights : 
and every living ſul:flance that I have made, will I deſtrey 
from off the face of the earth. 


5. Thx accompliſhment of this, according to the will 
of the Loxp, for Noah went in, he and his family; and 
received the creatures that came, and placed them in the 
Ark; as the LoRp had commanded, aud directed: verſe 
5. And Noab did according unte ail that the Lord commanded 
him. &c, to verſe 16. 

LASTLY, their preſervation declared ; while all other 
Creatures upon the earth weie deſtroyed: verſes 21, 22, 
23. And all fleſh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, 
and of cattie, and of beaſt, and of every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, and every man : All in whoſe neftrils 
was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died: 
And every living ſubſtance was deſtroyed, which was upon the 
face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, 
and the fowl of the heaven ; and thev were dejirozed from the 
earth : and Noah enly remained alive, aud they thai were with 
him in the Ark. 


THEse ae the parts of this great tranſaction, the like 


v hereof never h-npened before, gor ever will be again, 


to the end of time. 


ALL the extraordinesy works of God, both in and for 
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aneraondionry works of me cy, and judeement, both be fore, 
ad under the law, were tyfes and ſhadows of chen gs te 
come, yea of great things to come; agreeable o the wordt 
of the Apoſtle Heb. x. 1. For the law, he means the 
Ceremonial law, was a hhauow of itings to come and 
1. Cr. x, to verſe 10, where the Apoſtle having mentis 
oned ſeveral mercies, and j dgments, wh.ch came io paſy 
upon the children of Iſ.aci, in the wilderneſs, ſaith in 
yerſe 11. that thoſe things happened for enſamples, or 
types, as it is in the original, to future ages. 


A Moxa other PO ERR there were ſeveral extraordinary 
buildings made vt ol i, at the cemmand and d.cEtion of 
Gon, which were types of the g-eateſt things in tte 
ſ;, ritual world, and the Goſncl diſpenfation ; even Moſes's 
FTabernacle, Sol»mon's Temple and their furnitures 


wet; pes of Curr-T, and of his church, and the Goſpel 


d ipe;: ſation. The Tabernacle was a figute of CHRIST 


bimtie „ John i. 14 And the Word 2005 male fleſh, and awelt 


emorg us (and we beheld his olhvy, the glory, as of the only= 
beoniten of the Fither) full of race and truth. In the 


Ci1i_:nal, The word was mite b ah VCabernacled amor? 
us A figure „t the voipel Chuich, Rev. xi i. b. And ht 
epered bis mouth in b'aſphemy againſl God, 10 blaſpheme hit 


name, and his tubernacle and them that dioell in heaven. i. e. 


the pop ſh powers, eviling and opprefling the true Church 
of GoD ; ſo Rev. xv. 5. And after thar, I liked, ond behold, 
the temple of the tubernatle of the igftimony in heaven wat 
opened: Solomon temple was a type ct C HRIST's Louy, 
John ii. 19. Jeſus anſwered ond ſaid unto them, dejiroy this 
temple, and in three duys I will 1 aiſe it up. So | kcwile of 


the Church, 2. Cor, vi. 16.—Ye are the temple of the lrving 


God ; c. So the futnitutes of the tabernacle and the em- 
ple, the Altars, the Ark, the Candleſticks, the ſhew bread, 
he layer of bras, the molten Ses, and the ſervices of 


the tabernacle „tem were lng of CnrisT's, 
churchy 
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church, and goſpel diſpenſation ; as, aſſerted by the Apoſite, 
Heb, viii. to verſe 5. Now of the things uhich we haus 
Jpeken, this is the ſum: we have ſuch an high Prieſt, who is 
ſet on the right hand of the throne of the majgſiy in the heavens ; 
A miniſter of the Sauctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which 
the Lord pitched, and net man. For every high prie/t is 
ordained ta offer gifts and ſacrifices : wherefore it is of 
xece/ſity that this man have ſomewhat aiſo to offer c. 
And 8 ix. to verſe 11. 


THE other extraordinary typical building framed :t the 
eommand, and by the direction of Gop, was Noan's 
Ark, much longer in building (120. years) than either 
the tabernacle, or temple; and of greater uſe than either, 
as being the means of ſaving men and beaſts, fowls, aud 
creeping things, from univerſal deſtruction; and muſt 
therefore be typical of the greateſt things to come; of the 
fame great things, with the other extraordinary buildings g 
the tabernacle and temple, even CHRIS, and his church; 
leſs it did not; greater, and better it could not typify. 
Cuxrsr indeed chicfly, and the church in an inferior 


ſenſe, yet ineminent particulars: : conſequently, the coming 
of the creatures into the Ark, and being ſaved in ity 
and by it; can no leſs than reprefent the falvat on of thoſe- 
who will be ſaved, from among men; in and by CHRIST: 
for we ſee from the fi ſt wo: ds of the text, that the Apoſt le 
Peter makes the ſalvation in the Alk, a figure of the 
goſpel ſalvation, I he Apoſtle indeed expreſſes only the 
ſalvation of the human kind in Noah's Ark: bu* ſo great 
1 thing as the ſaving of ſome of all the forts of ©) catures, 
fom wiath and. deſteuction, in ſo typical a bu:id ng as 
the Ark was, could be no leſs than ſome great typical 
thing, and what could it naturaly and properly figure 
and repreſent, but the ſalvation of all thuſe from among 


mankind, whe ſhall be ſavad in and by CHRST ; from the 
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16 
flood of wrath, for fin, which will deſtroy the le of the 
ungodly, who will not.come to Curr to be ſaved * 


Tus uſe of the Ark, for which it was defignedly made, 
namley, the ſaving of the creatures, muſt aſſuredly be typical 
of the falvation of men by CHRIST, as the Ark itſelf. way 
a type of CHRIST the Saviour, and lays the RY 


of tue following obſervacion z 3 


Tuar the ſaving of the creatures in Noah's Ark, 
was a typical repiefcntation, and figure, of thoſe who 
ſhould be ſaved, by the Son of Gop, from among the 
reſt of mankind, unto the end of time; as will appear 


by the explanation of the ſubject: which ſhall be, by 
 ſhewing : 


1. WA creatures were not ſaved in the Ark, which 
was a type of CHRIST, the Saviour of men, and alſo 


uhat were ſa\ed, 


- 
: 


Tut ſiſhes of the ſca, the inhabitants of the watery ele- 


ment were not ſaved in it, the Alk was no proper place 


for them, and the Flood which deſt.oyed the inhabitants of 
the earth, was the fiſhes 's element of life; and tho? for 


that time they might have a troubleſome life, in the tui- 


bulent Flood of Gop's wrath, yer it deſtroyed them not, 
as it did all the inhabitauts of the earth, who did not 
come into * Ark. 


Non, was the whole of any ſort of creatures on the 
earth, either clean, or unclean ſaved in the Ark; but only 
me of all the ſorts of creatures of the earth, clean and un- 
clean, uſeful aud hurtful; very, very few in compariſon of 
the reſt, O what a ſ*11!] remnant ! in compariſon of the im- 
menſe * that weie deſtroyed, by the Flood of GoD's 
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wrath, for fin! deſignedly and fitly repreſenting that rem- 
nant of men, who ſhould be ſaved, from among the reſt of 
mankind. Rom. 9. 27. Eſaias alſo crieth concerning Th gel, 
Though the nun ber of the children of Iſrael be os the ſand of the 
fea, a remnant ſhall be ſaved, From Iſai. x. 22. And this 
remnant alſo is ſaved, not according to free will, as ſome 
ſay, but according to the Election of grace, as the inſpired 
Apoſtle ſaith, Rom. xi. 5. The number indeed, of all 
the beaſts, fowls, and creeping things, clean, and unclean, 
ef every ſort, which were ſaved in the Ark, was in its 
ſelf very great; and thoſe among men, who ſhal! be ſaved 
by CHRIST, the Spiritual Ark of ſalvation, will be a multi- 
tude, which no man can number Rev, vii. g, 10. After this 
T beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, 
of all nations and kinareds, and people, and tongues, toad before 
the throne; and before the Lamb, clethed with white robes, 
and palmes in their bands; And cried with a loud voice, ſayirg, 
Salvation to our God, which ſtteth upon the throne, and urts 
the Lamb; but how few ein compariſon, wit; the world 
of the ungodly, who will not come to CHRIST to be ſaved 
from wrath; but chuſe to live in fin, and weary out tlie 
patience of God, and the day of grace; as the old world 
did, in the days of Noah, before the flood. 1. Pet. iii. 20. 
I hich fometim: were diſobedient, when once the long ſuffering 
of Cod waited in the days of Noah, while the Ark was a pre- 
paring, wherein few, that is, eight ſouls, were ſaved by water. 


Now, having ſhewed what creatures were not ſaved 
in the Ark, I proceed to ſhew what creatures, were 
ſaved in the Ark, which was a fizuie of r che 


Saviour, of men. 


I. Tux were male and female of all forts of creatures 
upon earth; beaſts, fowls, and creeping things, none 
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their kinds upon the earth, as the text repeatedly tells us; 
which, by the way, thews us, that Gop, who bath ng 


Treaſon to repent of auy of his woiks, of power and wiſe 


don, repented not of his creating any of thoſe creatures, 
clean or unclean, which he had created in the beginning 
ot time, and why ſhould he :epent of any of his works, 


which came from all the excellencies of his Nature, 


aud Will. It is ſaid indeed, that Gop repented 


of his having made man, who continued not as Goy 


made him, Gen. vi. 5. 6. but it is not ſaid, he repent:d 
of his creating any other creature. They all, even the 
worſt of them, ſerve ſome wiſe ends or other, in our earth; 
this ſinful world, under Gop's cuiſe for fin, Gen. iii. 1). 
Had Gop tepented of his creating any kind of Creature 


which he had cieated at firſt, he had now an opportunity 


of deſtroying it, by the Flood, but this he did not ; but 
continued their ſpecies in the world, to ſerve the ends of 


their creation; for he created nothing but for ſome 


wiſe end; worthy of the excellencies and glory of the 
Creator. Now, male and female of all forts of create 
u:es, ſaved in Noah's Ark, ſhewed that male and female, 
of all ſorts of men *would be ſaved, in the Ark of 
falvatioa CHRIST Jesus. 


II. Tur creatu'es ſaved in the Ark were a figure of 
the men ſaved in CHRIST, the ſpiritual Ark of ſalvation, 


2s diſtinguiſhed in their nature, and in the text agreeable 


to their nature, into clean and unclean, without telling v8 
in the text, which ate lo, and which not. But the Lord 


to ſhew his ſovreignty over the creatures, in Lev, xi. 
and Deut. xiv. informs ue, which were clean, and un- 
clean, among all the ſorts of creatuies, in the waters, 
and upon the dry land, and which were fit to be eaten, and 
which not. And farther, in the ſame Chapters he ſhes 


us, which were half unclean, and therfoie unfit for food, 
which 
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which now are counted clean and fit to be eaten under 
the * Ane of enlarged greater mercy. 


Now as ſome of all theſe ſorts of creatures, clean and 
unclean, and half clean, were ſaved in the typical Ark, it 
doth, and muſt repreſent the ſalvation of ſome of all ſorts 
of men, male and female, in ChxISH Jesvs, repreſented by 
the Ark, in which the creatures were ſaved, The un- 
clean, which are vicious and hurtful, and their nature evil, 
being ſaved in the Ark, did ſhew to us, thoſe among men 


who are evil and worſt by nature, and hurtful in ſociety, 
would be ſaved by CHRIST, as well as thoſe whoſe nature 


is better, and are uſeful in the general kingdom of Gon 
in the world. 


Bur the nerloture, which hath ate e all the 
forts of creatures, male and female, which came into the 
Alk, and were ſaved from deſtruction, into clean and un- 
clean, i. e. good and bad, uſeful and hurtful; ſome of 
the worſt ſort, hath alſo expreſly diſtinguiſhed all the 
ſorts of men, male and female, who are ſaved in the Spiri- 
tual Ark Jes$Us, into clean and unclean. So the Jews 
and Gentiles were diſtinguiſhed and termed in the b 
of the Apoſtles; the Jews counted clean, becauſe they 


| owned the true Gop, and made profeſſion of the true 


religion. The Gentiles unclean, becauſe they worſhiped 
Idols, and their worſhip therefore unclean, and their con- 
verſation vicious and profane. The ſame thing is plainly 
ſhewed in Peter's viſion of the ſheet, which came down 


from heaven, to fetch ſome of all the ſorts of creatures 


| upon earth, four-footed beaſts, wild beaſts, creeping things, 


and fowls of the air, up to heaven; and this done three 
times, as related in Acts x. 9. to 16. and explained chap. 
xi. 5. to 12. For Peter being hungry in the viſion, a 

heavenly voice bid him ariſe, ſlay, and eat; he anſwered 


ws a Jew, who had not tranſgreſſed the ceremonial laws 
ns C either 


1 0 1 

| either by eating the fleſh of creatures wholly unclean, or 

of thoſe who wete partly unclean, to remove his Jewiſh 
prejudice, and to prepare him to preach the goſpel of 
ſalvation to the Gentiles, whom the Jews counted un- 
clean, and which he was now called and ſent to do; the 
voice from heaven bid him not call that common, or 
unclean, which Gop had cleanſed ; meaning that Gon 
had detetmined, and was now going to call the Gentiles 


to the knowledge of the true Gop, to the profeſſion of the. 


true faith, and to be ſpiritually clean, as the believing Jews 
were; Acts xv. 8, to 11. plainly aſſerting that the Gentiles 
receiving the holy ſpirit, and the true religion, deſtroyed 
the difference berween Jews and Gentiles ; and made the 
Gentile believers equal to the Jewiſh believers; and ſaved 
in the ſame manner, with the ſame ſalvation, The Apoſtle 
Paul ſpeaks the ſame way, 1 Cor. vii. 4, to 10, Where he 
ſheweth that thoſe of the true faith (he means Jews or 
Gentiles) are clean in a ſpiritual ſenſe, and their children 
holy, and clean as pertaining to them; and the children of 
unbelieving parents, unholy and unclean, together with 
their parents; i. e. unworthy of the p ivileges belonging to 
the children of believers, i. e. Baptiſm, and church meme 
berſhip, under the New; as church memberſhip and circume 


ciſion under the old Teſtament, belonged to them, verſe 14. 


Tx viſion of the ſheet is a notable repreſentation of 
the goſpe] ſalvation by CHRIST, greatly reſembling, or 
reſembled, by the typical ſalvation of the creatures in 
Noah's Ark; and conſequently greatly confirms that grand 
and worderful type of the goſpel ſalvation, of Jews and 
Gentiles, to the end of time; to our ſtudy and conſiders 
ation, | | | 


III. Tax ſalvation of the creatures in the Ark, was 2 

firure of the goſpel ſalvation, in the different number of 

the clean aud unclean, which were ſaved in it; of the 
unclean 
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unclean and hurtful, only a couple, male and female, were 
ſaveu, as the text iniuims us; but of the clean and uſeful, 
ot each ſuit, feven couples. And now it comes in my 


way to give the reaſons of this ditference of numbers, 
þuca natural aud ſpiritual ; 


1. Or the ati and hurtful, why two and no more? 
Leſs than two, male and female, could not be for propa- 
gation; ſecing Gop deſigned to preſerve all the kinds of 
creatures, which he had made to the end of time; yet no 
more than two, partly to ſhew his care and power in 
preſerving their lives from death, for ſo long a time in the 
Ark; for if any one of them had died in the Ark, there had 
been an end of that kind of creature out of the world : 
partly, only two of a fort, that they might not increaſe 
too much, to deſtroy too many of the clean and uſefut 
creatures, But he ſaved more, many more of the uſeful 
beaſts and fowls ; partly becauſe many of them were ſub- 
ject to deſtruction by the unclean and hurtful ; and partly 
becauſe they were much more uſeful in the world, both 
in natural and ſpiritual reſpects. Noah as ſoon as he 
came out of the Ark, built an altar, and offered thereon an 
acceptable ſacrifice unto the Lotd, of every clean beaſt and 
fowl, Gen. viii. 20, to 23. and partly becauſe the clean 
and uſeful creatures had a reſemblance to himſelf, which 
the unclean had not; ſome of them types of CyRisS1, as 
Rams, Goats, and Calves offered in ſacrifice, under the 
law abundantly ; and of unſpeakable uſe in the natural 
world al ſo. | 


Bor the ſpiritual reaſon, why more of the clean were 
ſaved, than the uncl-an, was to ſhew, that the number of 
thoſe who would be ſaved out of the viſible church of 
Gop, would be more, ſeven times more in number, than 
thoſe who would be taken out of . ld, and the 
vaclean ſtate of nature, to 3 wc withal, as ex 

perience 


„ 
perience till ſhews, in the long courſe of time; for tho 
ſome of all ſorts of ſinful men, both Jews and Gentiles, 


were called out of darkneſs, and formed into churches, in 


the beginning of chriſtianity, thro' a great part of the 
world; yet the number of the ſaved out of thoſe churches, 
in a long courſe of time, muſt far exceed the number of 
the firſt churches; as the ſtones in a building are far 
more numerous than the foundation ſtones; and like the 
increaſe of corn, ſowed in a field which the Lord hath 
bleſſed : for he plants his vineyard in a fruitful hill, tho 
ſome times, and after a courſe of time, the plants are 
degenerated and bring bad fruit, 12, v. 2. And he fenced it, 
and gathered out the flones thereof, and planted it with the 
chaiceſt vine, and built a tower in the midfl of it, and alſo made 
a wine-preſs therein: and he looked that it ſhould bring farth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. 


VI. Tux creatures ſaved in the Ark were a figure and 
reſemblance of thoſe among men, ſaved in CHRIST; in 
the cauſe and means whereby they were brought to the 
Ark, to be ſaved in it from deſtruction. We may be ſure 
they did not, would not come of themſelves ; for was it 


poſſible that all the ſorts of creatures, clean and unclean, 


could of themſelves, or by chance come to the Ark in ſuch 
order and regularity, by two and two, male and female, of all 


the unclean and hurtful ſort of creatures, but ſeven couples 
of the clean, uſeful ſort ? no, it was impoſſible; as the 


Lox liveth they did not, they muſt ſurely be brought in this 
order by the direction and influence of Gop; and therefore 


their coming to the Ark, where they were ſaved, was extraor- 
dinary and miraculous, for many of them, moſt of them who 


lived far from it, knew nothing of it ; and thoſe who lived 
near it, and ſaw it, knew nothing of its deſign, and had no in- 
elination to go to it; but were rather averſe; both, four foot- 


ed beaſts, fowls, and creeping things: nor could many of 


them be brought im by any art of man; äs the wildeſt, 
ſwifteſt 
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ſwifteſt, fearful and ſhy F the beaſts, Who could have 
brought in the Lion, the Tiger, the Leopard, the Rhi- 
noceros, the Hyæna, the wild Aſs, the Antelope, the rock 
Goat, the fearful Hare, the Hart? &c. and almoſt all 
the fowls, which could not be brought in by the art of man; 
for who could have either driven or drawn the Eagle, Fg 
Vulture, the Hawk, the Raven? &c. into the Ark, which 
yet came into it; therefore they were, they muſt certainly 


| be brought in by the ſupernatural influence of Gop's 


power and goodneſs ; not by driving, or putting a force 
on their natures, but powerfully and delightfully inclining 
and directing them to come; eſpecially the wildeſt, the moſt 
ſtubborn, fearful and ſhy among them, fitly and deſign- 
edly repreſenting, that Gop doth not drive men to his 
Son. The ſcripture ſpeaks not of forcing or driving, but 
of Gop's drawing men to his Son, John vi. 44. No man 
can come to me, except the Father, which hath ſent me, draw 
him and I will raiſe him up at the laſt day; The ſpecial grace 


of Gop indeed is irreſiſtible, yet not by power, forcing, but 


by ſweetly inclining them to come to the ſpiritual Ark, his 
Son, to be ſaved ;z who alſo draws, not drives men to him- 
ſelf; as alſo Noah not forced; but received the crea- 
tures into the Ark, John xii. 33. And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth; will draw all men unto me + juſt as the natural 
ſun, a type of CHRIST, doth not force things to grow out of 
the earth; but draws them to grow up towards heaven, and 
towards its ſelf ; yet the influence of grace muſt be ſtronger 
in drawing ſome to Gor than others; in drawing the 
ſtubborn, fearful, and ſhy, than the more pliable, the lefs 
prejudiced, hardned, and the leſs fearful, even as the influ- 
ence of Gop's power muſt be ſtronger, in drawing the 
wild creatures, than the tame, the fearful and ſhy; than 
thoſe which were more bold, and leſs feartu], to come to the 
Ark. | 


Tar ſons of infidelity, who have no ſpiritual underfland; 
ing 
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ing in the things of Gop, but a perverſe wit to underſtand 


them wrong, may perhaps object that an inſtinct of the 
approaching great ſtorm, brought the creatures into the Ark, 
for ſhelter, to which I anſwer, that there is indeed an 
inſtin& in the creatures, beaſts, fowls and creeping things, 


to ſeek for ſhelter, before a ſtorm, and that doub leſs they 


did ſo, before this greateſt ſtorm, that ever was upon earth, 
but they ſought it elſewhere, and were all deſtroyed, except 
thoſe only who came to, and were drawn to the Ark ; the 
only place of ſafety upon earth, from death and deſtruction: 
Juſt ſo, as experience and the confeſſion of many ſhew, iz 


tne way of ſinful men. There is indeed ordinarily an 


juſtinct in the natural conſcience to ſeck ſhelter and ſafety, 
from the threatened wrath of Gop, for ſin, when they ſee 


the ſigns of it; but they ſeek it elfewhere, in this and that 
thing, but not in the Son of Gop, and are deſtroyed ; az 
all thoſe creatures were, who came not to the Ark, and 
only they ſaved who came to it : and they alſo would no 
more have come to it than thoſe who did not come, it they 


| Had not been drawn to it, by the goodneſs and power of Gop, 


Thus we have in this typical ſalvation in Noah's Ark, a 
Foure alſo of this, great work of grace, Gop's drawing 
finners to himſelf, to be ſaved by the power of his goodnels 


and love, agreeable to 1 Pet. i. 5. Who are kept by the pow 
ef God, through faith, unto ſalvation, ready to be revealed in 


the laſt time. Saved; Obſerve, not by the power of free will, 
as ſome unreaſonably and madly ſay ; but by the power of 
Gop thro” faith unto ſalvation, as the Apoſtle faith ; why 


cannot people ſpeak after the Gop of truth, but ſpeak after 


the father of lies, to deceive themſelves and others, in things 
of the great. ſt Importance ? Sinners will no more come te 
CarisT to be ſaved of themſelves, without Gop's drawing, 


than the creatures came of themſelves to the Ark, where 


they were ſaved, without the drawing of God's 1 and 


goodneis. 
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V. Tur ereatures ſaved in the Ark, were alſo à figure 
and type of thoſe who are ſaved in CHRIST, as they was 
choſen by the ſovereign Lokp of all, from all the reſt of 
the creatures upon the earth, to be ſaved in the Ark: ſa 
that if it be aſked, who were ſaved in the Ark : the — 
anſwer is, thaſe who came to it, If it be aſked, who came 
to it: the anſwer is, thoſe whom Go diew aud b:ought 
to it; if it be farther aſked, whom did Gop draw to it; the 
anſwer is, thoſe whom He chole to draw to be laved ; ior 
he could not chooſe them to be ſaved in the Alk without 
drawing them to it, nor draw to it, thoſe whom he had not 


choſen to be drawn, Plainly repreſenting, that they only 


are ſaved who come to CHRIST, for there is ſalvation in 
no other name under heaven, whereby we may be ſaved, As 
iv. 12. And that they only will come to CHRIST, that 
are given to him, John xvii. 8. and drawn to him, John vi. 
44. and they only effectually drawn to him, who are choſen 
to be ſaved by him, Nom. viii. 29, 30. For whim he did 
foreknow, he alſo did predeſiinate to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he might be the fir/t-born among many brethren, 
Moreover, whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called: and 
whom he called, them he alſo juſtified: and whim he juſtified, 
them he alſo glorified. Chuſing, and drawing indeed are 
diſtinct things, yet always inſeparably connected together, 
for Gop ſaves none whom he hath not choſen to ſalvation, 
nor chuſes any to ſalvation whom he will not fave, thio? 
the whole courſe of time: as figured in the ſalvation of 
the creatures in the Ark, 


VI. Tat falvation of the creatures in the Ark, was a re. 
preſentation of the ſalvation of the elet in CHRIS IEsus, 
in reſpect of the places they were choſen and drawn from, 
to be ſaved in the Ark. They were gathered and drawn 
from all parts on every fide of the Ark, Eaſt, Weſt, North, 
and South; yet they muſt be very many from every one of 
theſe parts; but from which of theſe ſides of the Alk came the 
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moſt and feweſt, the beſt and worſt, is known to Gov and 
his Angels, and not unlikely, but more likely than not, by 
the Spirits of juſt men made perfect; eſpecially to Noah 
himſclf, the fitteſt of them all, to have it in the all-inform 
ing, perfect light of eternity; where all the types, and the 
things ſhadowed by them, muſt be perfectly underſtood. 


EEx ſo Gop's people choſen from all the reſt of the 
world to be ſaved in the ſpiritual Ark CHRIST JEsvs, have 


been, and ſhall be gathered to him from all the parts of 


the earth. Our Saviour propheſying of the Goſpel al. 
vation, ſaith, Mat. viii. 11. Many fhatl come from the eaft 
and weſt, (meaning the eaſt and weſt in the largeſt ſenſe, as 
comprehending the north and ſouth, about Judea and 
Jeruſalem) the centeral place of the beginning of the 
chriſtian Church) and ſhall fit down with Abraham, 1ſaac, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of God: and more particularly 
the Prophet Jai. xliii. 5, 6, Fear not; for J am with thee: 1 
- zoill bring thy ſeed from the eaſt, and gather thes from the weſt: 
F will ſay to the north, Give up; and to the ſouth, Keep ut 
back : bring my ſons from far, and my daughters from the ends 
of the earth ; to know from which of theſe parts the moſt 
and beſt will come, will be a pleaſant piece of intereſting 
knowledge in heaven: worthy of heaven, delightfully re- 
| lated, heard, and remembred. 


VII. FUR THERMORE, the creatures who were choſen, 
from all the reſt, drawn and directed by the power and 
goodneſs of Gop, to be ſaved in the Ark, were a typical 
repreſentation of thoſe who are ſaved in CHRIST, from 
the wrath to come ; in their motion towards the Ark, fiom 
the places they were choſen, and drawn from, and in the 
diſpoſition they came to it. : 


1. In their motion and manner of coming to it ; A 
they were not born, and bred up in the Ark, but without 


it, and at a diſtance from it, ſome not far, others far and 
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farther and very far from it, they muſt all have a mo- 
tion towards it, according to the meaſure of their diſt- 
ance from it; and their motions as different as their na- 
tures and capacities. The birds came to it flying, others 
on their feet running, others walking; ſome ſwiftly, ſome 


| ſlowly, ſome jumping as the Frog, Cricket, and Graſs-hop- 


per. Some crawling as the Toad, &c. Some creeping, as 
the Snail ; for the text ſaith, that all ſorts of creeping 
things came to the Ark; and the Snail therefore was 
one, and the ſloweſt creeper of them all. All whom God 
had choſen and influenced to come, did without fail come 
to it, one way or another, and all that came were ſaved, 
But it may be, moſt of them came with a mixture of 
ſome reluctance and fear, when near the Ark, but that 
the ſweetneſs and delight of God's drawing influence 
prevailed over their fear and prejudice, 


So the choſen people of God being by nature far from 
him, being drawn by his gracious Power, muſt have a 
motion towards him, anſwerable to their diſtance from 
him, or they would never come to him. 'This is the caſe 
of both the jewiſh, and Chriſtian church. God faith 
that he drew 'the jewiſh nation to him, Num. xvi. . 
10. which implies a diſtance from him; and being drawn 
to him, became a people near to him; Pſal, exlviii. 
14. ſo is the Chriſtian church by nature. Z£ph. ii. 13. But 
ww in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were far off, are 
made nigh by the blood of (Chriſt. Hence the prodigal ſon 
is ſaid to go to, and return from a far country to his Fa- 
ther's houſe, Luke xv. 13. and 20. And not many days after, 
the younger ſon gathered all together, and tack his journey into 
a far country, and there waſted his ſubſtance with riotous live 
ing. And be aroſe and came to his Father, But when he 
Was yet à great way off, his Father faw him, and had com- 
Paſſion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kiſſed him. 
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Reſembled by all, this is the motion and the manner, 
the choſen people of God are drawn to Chriſt the Spi. 
For ſome came flying upon the 
wings of faith and hope, ſo the firſt converts to Criftia. 
nity, ſeen in a viſion by the prophet, Eſai 1x. 8. So the 
Apoſtle Paul when called of God, immediately, without 
conſulting with fleſh and blood, obeyed the call, Gal, i. 
16. ſo ſome others in after times, in a time of great 


grace, when the drawing influence of God's power, and 


love is ſtrong, and the ſoul raviſhing beauty of Chriſt 
is notably diſcovered, ſome run to him and run after him, 
They come to him without delay, and can ſay with David, 


Pal. cxix. bo. I made haſte, and delayed not to keep thy 


commandments. ver. 32. I will run the way of thy com- 
manaments : when thou haſt ſet my heart at liberty. There 
is a time when the ſpouſe runs after Chriſt, but this is not 


without his drawing, Cant. i. 4. Draw me, we will run 


after thee, | 
walk ſlowly, very ſlowly, and ſome only creeping like the 


But ſome only walk and cannot run; others 


Snail which yet went to the Ark with the reſt, and was 


Taved from the deadly ſtorm, I have ſeveral times thought, 


had ſome perſon, ſuppoſe one of Noah's ſons, ftood by 


when the creatures were going to the Ark, ſome wit 


ſpeed, and among them the Snail lowly creeping towards 
it; and ſeeing it, at a diſtance from it, with pity, ſaying, 
when will this creature reach the Ark? The ſtorm will come 
down before it can reach it. Another perſon {ſuppoſe 
Noah, a man of faith and knowledge) might anſwer, 
No, he that draws it thither hath meaſured the way, and 
meaſured the time, and it cannot poſſibly periſh, for it is 
one of the creatures whom Gop draws, and hath choſen, 
{mean as you look upon it) to be ſaved in the Ark, with 
the reſt, of greater and nobler creatures, yet it was the 
pleaſure of the ſovereign Loxp Gop, to ſave it among the 


reſt from death, to continue it's kind to the end of time; 
for as he was not above creating, he was not above pre- 


ſerving it, and making an Ark to ſave it among the reſt. 
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Uron the way, when it was going towards the Ark, it 
was 11 vain to whip it to mend it's pace, for if any one had 
touch'd it, tho' it had been with a ruſh, it would have 
drawn in its horns, gather itſelf into a limp, and not 30 
a ſtep farther tho' it ſhould be killed upon the ſpot ; 
but being let alone, would have gone on, though ſlowly, 
and weakly to it's journey's end ; juſt ſo, there are ſome 
young converts who are weakly and ſlowly going on, 
as It were Without wings and feet towards the ſpiritual 
Ark of ſalvation, who if they be, by any thing roughly or 
cloſely handled, will dote under your hands, gather them- 
ſelves inward, and go no farther for that time, through 
fear and confuſion, but being let alone, will go on to the 
ſame Saviour and place of ſafety and felicity with the 
reſt of the ſtonger and older ſaints. But how did the 
Snail get into the Ark? it was too dangerous to go in the 
way where many heavy beaſts paſſed, who would overlook 
this ſmall deſpicable creature, and tread it to pieces : and 
ſome young converts who are ſtronger in the time of their 


converſion may hurt the weaker, who are eaſily hurted by 
an unfriendly touch. And the danger upon the threſhold 
of the door of entrance into the Ark was more, and might 
there be troden to pieces, but as no creature whom Gop had 
choſen and drew, to come to be ſaved in the Aik could 
poſſibly be deſtroyed in the door of entrance into it, or in 
the way coming towards it, becauſe none can be deſtroyed 
in the door of entrance into CHRIST the ſpritual Ark, or 
in the way towards it: How then did the little, the ſlow 
creeping Snail get into the Ark of life and ſafety ? Why, 
likely ſhe travelled towards it, for travel towards it ſhe did, 
in ſome ſide path or other, of no danger, and being come to it 
did climb up the Ark, and enter in at the top of the door, into 
ſhelter; and cling to the fide of the Ark until the dan- 
ger was over; and then came out with the reſt of the 
family into the light, and the ſweet delightful air. We 
all know that the Snail, tho' it hath neither wings nor 
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feet, hath yet the capacity of elimbing, and what creatures 
can be compared with it in this reſpect? It can, if it 
would, climb up to the top of St Paul's Church, and no 
fear of breaking its neck; and, if to ſhorten the way 
don, it would gather its ſelf into a lump, and fall down; 
no danger of breaking its bones, which it hath not; and it 
would get little or no hurt. And there is reaſon to think 
that ſome converts go on to CHRIST, the Ark of Gon, by 
Jumps and ſtops : Stops after ſtarting, and jumping on, 
after ſome ſtops, after the manner of the Frog, the Graf. 
hopper, and the Cricket; and others who are ſtill flower 
in motion do but crawl on, after the manner of the 
Toad, &c. for none can come unto Gop, in any manner 
not repreſented by ſome creatures or other going into 


Noah's typical Ark. 


2. AND as in the different manner and motions of the 
creatures going into the Ark, ſo likewiſe in the different 
temper and diſpoſitions in going to it, they repreſented the 
different tempers and diſpoſitions of thoſe among the child- 
ren of men, who are called and choſen to come to the 
ſpiritual Ark of Gop to be ſaved. there was indeed a 
notable change made by the influence of Gop's excel- 
lencies upon the creatures going to the Ark, and abiding 
on them while they were in it; ſo far that the hurtful 
became harmleſs, ſo that none did deſtroy, or were de- 
ſtroyed by one another, either in the Ark or in the way 
coming to it. The ſtubborn and ſtiff became pliable, 
the fierce and cruel became innocent, Lai. xi. 6. The wolf 
alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down 
with the kid; and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling 
together, and a little child ſhall lead them. &c. Alluding to the 


wild ones, which became tractable, and through the 


ſame influence on the other hand, the fearful and fhy 
became more courageous and leſs fearful, as the Hare, who 


otherwiſe would not have come in at all, unleſs by force, 
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which was not to be uſed upon any creatures going to the 


Ark, as none are forced to come to Gap; for his people 
are made willing in the day of his power. P/al. cx. 3. 


VIII. Tus ſalvation of God's ele& people and church 


was alſo repreſented by the way of the creatures entering 
into the Ark, wherein they were ſaved. When Gon 
commanded Noah to make the Ark to ſave the creatures, 
he ordered him to make a door of entrance, in the fide 
thereof, Chap. vi. 16. And it muſt be large enough 


for the Elephant to come in, and then it would be large 


enough for all the reſt. High enough, and broad enough, 
alſo for ſeveral to get in at once, and low enough for the 
weak and creeping to get in. An Ark could not be made 
without a door of entrance for the creatures choſen and 
brought to it to be ſaved in it, and ſuch a door as now 


defcribed; and tbro' this door all that came to the Ark 
entred into it, and were ſaved in it, and none elſe: ſa 


there is a door of entrance into CHRIST the ſpiritual Ark 


of ſalvation, CHRIST himſelf indeed is a door and way 


of entrance unto Gop, John xiv. 6. Jeſus ſaith unto him, 


Tam the way, and the truth, and the life : no man cometh unts 


the Father, but by me. But there is alſo a door of entrance. 


into himſelf, who is the Ark of ſalvation, and this door is 
the grace of faith. Faith receiveth CrrisT the Saviour. 


John i. 12. But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the ſons of God. And the receiving 


of CHRIST is the entrance into CHRIST; for a man 


cannot receive CHRIST without entring into him, nor 


enter into him without being ſaved by him, any more 
than the creatures did enter the Ark without being ſaved 
in it, for ſaved in it they infallibly were, This door of 
entrance into CHRIST is large enough and broad enough 
for many to enter through it at once, and low enough 
for the weakeſt to enter through, and there is no need 
of diſcouragement to thoſe who are willing to be ſaved 
they 
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they will be ſaved who will enter through this doer of 
faith, John x. . I am the door : hy me if any man enter in, 
be ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall go in and out, and find paſture, Yet 
this door is not faith without repentance. Repentance doth 
not ſave without faith, nor faith alone without repentance; 
both together are like the two leaved doors of the Temple, 


1 Kings vi. 34. And the two doors were of fir-tree : the tw 
leaves of the one door were folding, and the two leaves of i the 


other door were folding. 


IX. The creatures that came to the Ark, and were 
faved in it, were a figure of the Goſpel church, ſaved by 
Jeſus Chriſt (for to the Goſpel church of the new teſta- 
ment, the type chiefly refers) as they were received by 
Noah a type of Chriſt, and placed in the rooms, of the 
Ark proper for, and prepared for them; for what could 


this properly repreſent, but that great reality in the ſpiri- 


tual world? The Lord Chriſt's receiving thoſe whom the 


Father hath choſen and drawn to him, and placing them in 


his church; for as I ſaid before, the Ark which Noah built 
was, tho' chiefly, yet not only a type of Chriſt the buil- 
der of the church, but it was alſo a type of the church built 
by him. And when we make the Ark a type of the 
church, we properly and neceſſarily make Noah a type 


of Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour, who receives into his church 


thoſe whom the Father hath given him, and draweth 
to him, without rejecting any, Fohn vi. 37. All that the 
Father giveth me ſhall come to me; and him that cometh ta 
me, 4 will in no wiſe caſt out. i. e. thoſe that come to him 


by faith, but places them in his church according to 


that notable place, Zph. ii. 5, 6. Even when we were dead 
in fins, hath quickened us together with Chriſt (by grace ye art 


ſaved) And hath raiſed us up together, and made us fit to- 


gether in heavenly places in Chriſt Feſus : i. e. in particular 

churches, for as the whole Ark repreſented the church 

een, ſo the ſeveral rooms, and they muſt be very 
many, 


man) 
Chap 


up tl 


as tl 
the c 
to it. 
as re 
churc 
and 1 
ing tt 
will. 
deligt 
hath « 
willin 
Come. 
that 1. 
water 
the v 
J deli: 
creatu 
ſaved 
lingly 
He w 


of ther 


and ve 
ling t 


liug, 2 


cCreatu 


have b 
receive 
as CH. 
tender. 
could 


His 
do as 


1 23-3 
many too, which God ordered him to make in the Ark, 
Chap. vi. 14. repreſented the particular churches making 


up the church univerſal, which in fact are very numerous, 


as the rooms in the Ark were. Now Noah as receiving 
the creatures into the Ak, which were choſen and drawn 
to it, was a type, and did repreſent the Saviour CHRIST, 
as receiving his choſen and drawn people to himſelf and 
church, we may be ſure of it, that he did it well: truly 
and ſubſtantially repreſenting CHRIS 's manner of receiv- 
ing them, as being a man thoroughly obedient to Gop's 
will. He therefore received them all willingly, and with 
delight; for ſo the Saviour receives his people whom he 
hath choſen, and therefore draws to himſelf and church 
willingly, Rev. xxii. 17. And the Spirit and bride ſay, 
Come. And let him that heareth, ſay, Come. And let him 
that is a-thrifl, come: And whoſoever will, let him take the 


water of life freely, Delightfully ; ſo he doth every part of 


the work of Salvation, and therefore Pſalm; xl. 8, 


I delight to do thy will. Juſt ſo did Noah receive the 
creatures, repreſenting thoſe who are choſen, drawn and 
ſaved by Chriſt ; as Noah received the creatures more wil- 
lingly than they came to the Ark, and with more delight. 
He was thoroughly willing to receive them, while all 


| of them came with fome reluctance, and ſome with much 


and very great reluctance; being but juſt a little more wil- 
ling than averſe to come, but Noah was thoroughly wil- 
ling, and did this work of Gop with delight, while the 


creatures that came with a mixture of reluctance, could 


have but little pleaſure in coming : and yet Noah did not 


receive the creatures as willing and with ſuch delight. 


as CHRIST receives his people, nor with ſuch kindneſs and 
tenderneſs, tho* he did it well, and a type of CurrsT 


could do no leſs, — —— 


His Sons however cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 


do as well as he did, who aſſiſted him in this matter, eſ- 
pecially 
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pecially Ham, who had not the goodneſs of His father 
and brethren; ſuppoſe he ſhould ſay, Here comes the 
Kite, the Hawk, the Raven and the Owl, muſt they 
come into the Ark? They never did any good ſince the 


beginning of the world, but miſchief only; what thiz 
ugly Raven? What would the good old man anſwer} 
But yes, the Raven, the Owl, and all of them; the worf 
and uglieſt muſt come in, for the ſake of him who made 
them, choſe them, and draws them, and the Ark iz 
made for their ſakes: and befides, they are our fellow 


creatures, made of the duſt as well as we. And 


they may do good in time to come, and ſurely they 
will, becauſe a good Gor made them, and ſent them here 
to be ſaved for ſome uſe: As the Raven actually did; 
in feeding Elijah, the beſt man in the world; when none 
elſe in the world durſt ſhew him Kindneſs. And ſome 
fime after that, when a Ravea took a way a Hat from the 
porch of a School-houſe, the ſcholars ran after the Hat, 
and the houſe fell down, and ſo their lives were ſaved, 
The ſlaughter of many Lambs mi ght be forgiven the Raven, 


for ſaving the lives of many men, much more preci- 
ous than the lives of many beaſts, fowls or fiſhes, Gov 


hath created nothing which ſhould not be, and hath not 


been of ſome uſe in ſome thing or other, ſome time or 


ether. Frogs, Lice, Flies, and Locuſts, were of uſe 
in Goy's miracles in the behalf of his people in Egypt; 
the Hornets in Canaan ; Serpents poiſoning the people 
in the wilderneſs, was the occafion of a glorious type 
of CRHRTs T, healing his people from the poiſon of fin, 
The Canker-worm, the Caterpillar, the Palmer- worm, 
and the Graſs-hopper ; mean creatures of uſe to puniſh 
Gop's people for their fins; and therefore created at firſt; 
and faved in the Ark for this purpoſe : and at the ſame time, 
to ſhew the comfortable doctrine and glory of Gop's mercy 
in ſaving, by CHRIST, ſome of the meaneſt and worſt of 


finners; even the Serpent, the Viper ugder Gop's curſe 
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above the beaſts of the field, Gen. iii. 14. riſing out 


of the fire, faſtening on Paul's hand, occaſioned the con- 
verſion of a great man, and many of the people, in the 
Hand Melita, and of ſhewing great kindneſs to the 
Apoſtle, As xxviii. to ver. 10. Let no man there- 
fore object againſt Gop's ſaving ſome of the worſt 
and meaneft of the creatures in Noah's Ark ; here are 
plain reaſons for it, and none juftly azainſt it. Or, ſup- 
poſe alſo any of his ſons ſhould ſay, Father, here comes 
the Lion with his Lionsſs! Here the Bear, the Tiger, and 
the wild Boar comes | Waat ſhall we do? We are afraid. 
The old man being a man of great faith, and directed of 
Gop might ſay, and properly too, You have no need to 
fear any of them, for he who brings them hath ſoftened 
their nature, and hath not ſent them to do miſchief, but 


to be ſaved; therefore tho' many of them were diſagreeable_ 


aſpects, and of an evil miſchievous nature, yet they were 
all welcome for their maker's ſake, and I ſee them com- 
ing in droves with pleaſure, and 'tis a goodly fight : And 
if Noah had known whom they repreſented, even all the 


children of Gop that will be ſaved ; one of them repreſent- 
ing himſelf among others, he would have received them 


more willingly, and with more delight; eſpecially that 
eminent beaſt or fowl which repreſented: himſelf; For all 
the ſorts of the creatures, beaſt-, fowls, and creeping 
things, repreſented ſome or other of thoſe among meh 
who are ſaved in the ſpiritual Ark CHRISTH IEsus. | 


Tuuvs Noah's receiving, and manner of receiving the 


creatures igto the Ark, and placing them in it, was a ſha- 


dow and figure of CHRIST's receiving his choſen and called 


people unto himſelf, and placing them in his church, in 
order to prepare them for the ſtate of glory. 


X. Tux preſervation and maintenance of the creatures 
in the Ark was another, and farther type, and repreſentation 


of Gop's Church and people. The ſame Gop who com- 
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manded Noah to make an Ark to fave the ereatures cho. 
fen to be ſaved, commanded him alſo, as the text ſhewg 
us, to provide food for them while they were to continue 
in the Ark. This was another great mercy, as great 
and neceffary as protection; for what ſignified their deing 

kept from the waters of the fl od if they had died in the 
Ark for want of food ? God is ſaid to provide for beaſts, 
Pſalm eiv. 14. He cauſeth the graſs to grow for the cattle, 
and herb far the ſervice of man: that he may bring forth 
| food out of the earth, For birds, Math, vi. 26. Behold the 
owls of the air : for they ſow not, neither, do they reap, nar 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
ye not much better than they? Even for the Raven, an 
unclean mifchievous bird, Pſal. cxIvii. 9. He giveth to the 
beaſt his foed, and to the young ravens which ery And did 
it for thoſe who were drowned in the flood, before the flood 
came ; ſurely then he would provide for them whom he 
had choſen, and brought to be faved in the Ark, which he 
had provided to fave them, who wete alfo to continue his 
creatures in the world, and were now a type of his beloved 
Church, purchaſed with his blood. 


AND it was ſurely a great work of Noah, and his ſons, 
to provide for all this exceeding g eat company of different 
taſtes, food ſuitable and ſufficient in meaſure, for a whole 
Year : And what did, and what could, this repreſent 
but the LoRD JESUS CERIST's preſervation of his child- 
ren, and people, with food for ſul] and body, according 
to his promiſes. 2 Pet i. 2, 3 Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you, through the knowledge of Gol. and of Feſus our 
Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all 


things that pertain unts life ard gnalineſs, through the knows 


ledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Pſal, 
xxxiv. 9, 10. O fear the Lord. ye his ſaints : for there is 
50 want to them that fear him. The young lions do lack, and 
foffer hunger: but they that feek the Lord ſhall not want ”y 
good thing 1Ifſ:i, xxxiii. 15, 16. He that walketh righe 
teouſfly, and ſpeaketh uprightly ; he thai dcjpiſeth the gam of 
oppraſſions, 
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vhs of preſſions ; that fhaketh his hands from holding f bribes, that 
ewe floppeth his ears from hearing of blobd, and fhutieth his eyes 
inue „en /eerng evil; be ſhall duell on high : his place of defence 
Treat foall be the munitions of rocks : breau ſhatl te given bim, his 
eing waters ſball be jure. Eſpecially to thoſe who walk up- 
the rignti), Fial. IXXX v. LL. - good ching will he withold 
alts, from them that walk apri;hily. David had this faith, The 
attle, Lord is my ſhepherd, : 1 ſhall nut want. Pſal. xxiii. 1. And 
forth there is a foundation for it Heb. xiii. 5. For he hath aid, 
d the Iwill never leave thee, nor for ſake thee, True, ſome crea- 


nor tures in the Ark, had bettei food than others, and in 2 
fre greater meafure, and fo have the people of God, repre- 
„ an ſented by them: But the creatures repreſenting them, 
to the who were to begin the world again, had enough to keep 
1 did them alive until they ſhould come out of it, to liberty 
flood and freedom; as all Gop's people ſhall have, till they 
m hs go out of the church militant into the church trium- 
h he phant, to reſt, peace, and glory. The Son of Gop ſup- 
e his plies his people's wants, with mercies ſuitable, and ſuf- 
oved ficient; and ſuitableneſs and ſufficiency is all that can be 


done and expected in this kind of mercy. And in this way 
Noah fed the creatuies in the Ark, tho? he could not poſſi- 


ſons, bly feed the creatures, repreſenting them, as well as CHRIST 
„ feeds his people repreſented by them, yet he did it well ; 
8 and had his ſons to co-operate, with him, under his di- 
Ws tection, as chriſtian Miniſters under CHRIST's direction 


do feed his flock, Noah's ſons indeed were þut three : But 


Shem and Japheth, his godly ſons, might repreſent thoſe 
extraordinary ſhepherds of CRRIST, Peter and Paul, who 


laid the foundation of the goſpel church, which hath con- 
tinued until} now, and ſhall be to the end of time, and to 
eternity: Who, likely, were typified by the two filver 
Trumpets which called the Iſraelites to travel through 
the Wilderneſs to Canaan, Num. x. Peter who began to 
preach the goſfel to the Jews and Gentiles is called the 
great Trumpet Jai xxvii. 13. And it ſpall come to paſs in 
that «ay, that the great trumpet ſhall be blown, and they ſhall 
E 2 come 


10 
come which were ready to periſh in the land of Aria, and 
the outcaſts in the land of Egypt, and ſhall worſhip the Loxp 
in the holy mount at Jeruſalem. Noah did his work of feed. 
ing the creatures with delight; tho? his ſons might in ſome 
times be weary in it, and complain of the tediouſneſs and 
difficulty of the work, as Moſes and the Prophets, ſome 
times did, in feeding the people with the knowledge of 
Gop: It was without doubt a work requiring patience, 
which doubtleſs Noah had a full exerciſe of, having none 
to ſpare, and but juſt enough to go through the work, 
And had he known that the creatures he fed were a repre- 
ſentation of himſelf and Gop's people, whom CHRIS r feeds, 
and himſelf a type of CHRIST, feeding them, he would 
have done it with more patience, pleaſure, and delight: 
But tho' he was a Prophet, yet we can ſcarce think he ſaw 
far into futurity ; for the Prophets of the old Teſtament 
hardly underſtood their own propheſies. 1 Pet. i. IO, 11, 
Thus we have, in Noah's Ark, a repreſentation of that 
great mercy of Gop's ſupplying the wants of his people 
in their way to eternity. But here ſome will object, that 
many of Gop's people have ſuffered the want of mercies 
both ſpiritual and corporal; to which muſt be anſwered, 
that the fins of Gop's people do hinder, and leſſen their 
mercies; and the cauſe of their wants therefore not in 
Gop but in themſelves, 1/ai. lix. x, 2. Behold, the Lord's 
hand is not ſhortened, that it cannot ſave ; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear : But your iniquities have ſeperated between 
you and your God, and your fins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear. God's wiſdom and goodneſs ſuits his 
mercies to the behaviour of his people. God's choſen and 
beloved, and nearly related to him, cannot but have their 
wants ſupply'd by the Fathgr of mezcies ; and the creatures 
repreſenting them, i in Noah's Ark, who beſides their 


| being his creatures, were to continue his creation; and 


were figures of his choſen, and ſaved people ; could no leſs 
than be maintained and preſerved in Noah's Ark, as in 
reality they were. 11. et 
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1 29 J 
XI. Yet farther, the creatures ſaved in the typical Alk 
were yet a repreſentation of the church of Gop in the 
wo id, ſaved by JEsus ChRIST, in the time of their going 
into the Ark, which, as the text ſheus us, was the ſeven 
days, or the week of days which paſſed between the fin ſhing 


of tie ungodly, To the Ark they did not go, betvie 
Noah and his family went to it to receive them, Noah and 
his family xent not to it untill it was finiſhed, for then, 
and not before, he was commanded of GoD to enter, into it 
together with his family, and to receive the creatuies that 
would come to him, to be placed in the Ark, Ihe Loxp 
then telling him, that after ſeven days the flood would 
come; therefore all the creatures whom God had choſen 
from all the reſt of the creatures upon earth, to be ſaved 
in the Ark, and drew them to it, came to it in thoſe 
ſeven days: And a great coming it was, a couple and 
moie of all the ſorts of creatures upon earth. A number 
coming in ſuch crowds together, Noah and his ſons neither 


did, nor could number them, like the number of the people 


repielented by them, Rev. vii, . After this, T beheld, and lo, 
a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, flood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, cloathed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands; ſaved out of all nations, tribes, and languages. 
Rev. v. 9. But in which of thoſe ſeven days came the 
greateſt or leaſt number, is known only to Noah, and 
his ſons on earth, but in heaven known to all, for in heaven, 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light, there can be no 
ignorance of any intereſting thing, proper to be known, 
therefore this alſo proper to be know as it was ſomething 


contained .in the ſhadow of our ſalvation, ſhall be known. 


Our SAVIOUR informs us that they who come to Gon 
from the Eaſt and the Weſt, the North and the South, ſhall 
fic down with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in the kingdom 


of Gop, Math, viii, 11. and Luke Xiii. 28, 29. That is 
to 


of the Ark, and the coming of the flood upon the world 
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memory: but none hath cauſe to complain of the badne{ 


| ſand Years of the world's duration, in which the choſen 


1 
to ſay, ſhall ſee them, and converſe with them. Now 
is Oe uf tue Fiophets, and one ot the greateſt among then, 
for le prophelied of the judgement of the flood, and of tht 
gicat things to come upon his poſterity, unto the end d 
time, With h m therefore we ſhall converſe, and ſhall knoy 
from him every thing about the Ark ; for his knowledge 
anc remembrance of every thing about it, in heaven! 
pericct, it it was not ſo upon earth: Tho? the labour an 
pains he took in, and about the Ark, and the creatures in! 
muſt make a gieat impieffion upon his underftanding ant 


of his memory in heaven. He will relate every thing 
about the creatures coming into the. Ark, their con. 
dition in it, and going out of it, with pleaſure ; and thi 
typical interefting ſubject will be heard with much pleaſur 
in the ſtate of perfect life. — ISM 


Wr ſhall aſk him whether the four footed beaſts, the 
fowls or cret ping things came firſt, and foremoſt, and of 
all theſe, whether the clean, or unclean, came firſt, ati 
which came laſt; which was the firſt of all the creature; 
that came, and which the laſt of all. If the ſeven days 
in which they came to the Ark, repreſented the ſeven thou- 


people of Gop come to CuRisT, then it is not unlikely, 
but rather probable, that the creatures repreſenting them, 
came in ſuch numbers, and that ſort of them came, which 


repteſented the numbers, and the ſort of Chriſtians whd 


come to CHRIST the Spiritual Ark, in the ſeven mil- 
lenniums of the world, and then the greater number 
came in the laſt day of that remarkable week, to re- 
preſent the exceeding great number, which will come 
to Gop in the ſeventh, and laſt thouſand years of the 
world ; continually increaſing until the fifth or fixth 
centuries of that millennium, and then decreaſing until at 
laſt a few will remain as before the flood; according 


to 


0 Math. 
oo far, 2 
ares int 
hoſen F 
s it not 
0D we 
jelight, 
ther wil 


Bur | 


Ome, if 


xcholds 

reat de 
n ſo la 
ith his 
xcepte 
efore o 
orthy 

hey re) 
old the 
erſerve 
reſerve 


Tay 
the! 
ation, 
icſp 


Las 
type, 
ey tt 
OD | 
e Al 
g th 
haut 

hich 


181 


o Math. xiv. 37. 33, 30. ſome may ſav, this is going 
00 far, and is too fanciful; but as the coming of the crea. 
ures into the Ark was a ſhadow, and fizu;e of Gop's 


hoſen people, coming to CHrIsT, in repa:d of time; 


4 62h 
8 them, 
1d of tht 
e end 9 


a knoy s it not more reaſonable to th.nk, that the wiſdom of 
owiedy Boop would order a figure of this great work of nis 
eaveu it jelight, i in this ED to repreſent it, than to think 
our ar therwiſe ? | 


res in] 


ing ant Bur however it was, Noah beheld them coming with 
bane me, if not with much pleaſure and delight, as CHRIST 
7 thing deholds the coming of his people, coming to him with 
" en reat delight, A wonderful ſizht, to ſee them coming 
and thi nſo large a company, and in ſuch order, every male 


Peas th his female, for preſervation and propagation, none 
= xcepted. A no fuch ſight, the like wherenf was ever ſeen 
xefore or will be, of ſuch effect and ſign fication; a fight 
fts, the 
and of 
ſt, and 
eaturey 
1 days, 
1 thous 


hey rejoiced at the creation of the creatures, as we are 
old they did; Fob 38. 7. they ſurely rejoiced now at their 
erſervation alſo, and eſpecially if they Knew what tueir 
reſervation repreſented. 


— Tavs, in the time of the creatures going into the Ark, 
wo V. the laſt week ot the old world. We nave a Iepiciens 
them, 


ation, of the ſalvation of Gon enuich upon earth, 


lee. reſpec} of time, 

n mil. LasTLyY, The creatures that came to the Ark, were 
umber type, and a figure of the church ſaved in CHRIST, as 
dl ey that came to it were ſaved in it: For all thoſe whom 
©" Bop had choſen were drawn, received, and placed in 
of the e Ark, male and female, man, beaſt, fowl, and creep= 
o_ g thing, from the greateſt to the leaſt, from the Ele- 
2 baut to the Gnat were ſaved from the flood of wrath, 

ordin 


hich deſtroyed ali the reſt of the creatures upon the 
hos | | earth, 


orthy of the joy of angels, and they did rejoice; for if 
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1 3 I: 
earth, for being all brought in, and the door ſhut up 
them, by the Lok himſelf, to ſhut out the mortal flood, 
tiom coming to them; they were all ſafe that came in, 
and were under Noah's care, tho' they remained in thy 
cloſe place, and ſo many together for more than a year; 
time, and yet none died in it, great or ſmall, in all tha 


time, which was perfectly miraculous, and could ng 


poſſible come to paſs, but upon creatures who were types 
and figures of Gop's elect people, ſaved in IEsus Cnrisr; 


and, in a building, and place which was a type of CHR 


| the Saviour, and Lorp of life, and alſo of his Goſpe 


diſpenſation, in which they are ſaved; which the Prophe 
calls a covert form the ſtorm, which will deſtroy the 
wicked world, Eſai. xxxii. 1, 2. Behold, a King /hall rein 


in Righteouſneſs, and princes ſhall rule in jugdment. Au 


a Man ſhall be as an hiding-place from the wind, and a u 
vert from the tempeſt ; as rivers of water in a dry place, a 

the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land. Chap. iv, 6, 
And there ſhall be a tabernacle for a ſhadiw in the day-tm 
from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a coun 
from ſtorm and from rain. Impoſſible it was, that ar 
ſhould die in a place appointed and made to ſave, at tht 
command and by the direction of Gop; and therefor 


none died in it: tho' death was every where about i, 


even juſt at the door, after it was ſhut, had any comet 


it with a deſign 40 fave his life. But death did not, ne 


ther could enter into a place not only deſign'd to fav, 
but was a figure of the Saviour; and the creatures in 


figuics of the people ſaved in CHRIST JESUS. 


AnD how impoſſible is it? That any of thoſe ſhoull 
be loſt whom Gop hath choſen to life eternal; draws 


to his Son, are received hy him, united to him, and be. 
come his members; for, can be tote his members? Ot 


can they be plucked from him? No, he is wiſe, ai 


mighty to ſave, careful aiſo to ſave, and none can pluck 
them out of his hand, John x. 28, 29. And I give ww 
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them eternal life; and they hall never periſh, neither ſhall 
any pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them 
we, is greater than all : and none is able to pluck them out of 
my Father's hand. He could ſay, when on earth, he had 
Joſt none of thoſe whom the Father had given him, but 
the ſon of perdition, who ſurely had not been choſen to 
life eternal, as the others were, John xvii. 6, to 12. The 
{ame he can ſay, when ho will preſent them at laſt to the 
Father, Heb. ii. 13. Behold, I and the children which God 
1 _ me. But, J proceed, to ſhew, | 


1. How notable a thing Noak's Ark was, both in it's 
uſe and ſpiritual ns. 


1. It's natural uſe was no leſs than ſaving the world 
from deftruQion, which was the greateſt natural uſe and 
effect that poſſibly could be: For, was it not for Noah's 
Ark, there would have been neither man, beaſt, fowl, or 
creeping thing, upon the earth ; even the earth was 
greatly disfigured by the deluge of wrath, which came 


upon it, for the ſins of mankind, actual and original: and 


but for the Ark, GoD would have had no general kingdom 
in the world, No church and ſpecial intereſt : There 


had been no faints: The Prophets had er been, the 


Apoſtles had not been, the Son of Gop had not come to 
the world, and done and ſuffered what he did. Nothing 
of what came to paſs after the flood ; and among others 
we ourſelves had not been, to have the enjoyment and hope 
of felicity; therefore the moral uſe of the Ark in its ſelf 
and conſequencies, in time and eternity, is an important 
ſubject, beyond expreſſion, and conception, of either men 
or angels; and known only to Gop himſelf, 


2. Bur, it was alſo of wonderful ſpiritual uſe and figni- 
fication ; for it was a type and figure of the greateſt things 
in the foicitual world, even of ChHRISTH the Saviour, and 
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of the church ſaved by him; as is abundantly ſhewn in the 
preceding diſcourſe, and a greater and more wonderful fi- 


gure of ſalvation is not to be found in all the word of Gon. 
A thing which was ſo long in building, as 120 years, and 
built at the command, and by the direction of Gop, muſt 
be wonderful; and we fee it was ſo, both in its natural and 
ſpiritual uſe + And the explanation of it may be of uſe 
to the end of time, Again, ' 


| ; 2. Tais typical repreſentation of the ſalvation of Gov's 


church confutes and reproves diverſe forts of erroneous 
perſons, who ſpeak amiſs and contrary to the word, in this 
oreat intereſting matter, There are ſome who fay, that 


| ſome creatures were ſaved, who did not come to the Ark, 


as Flies, &c. But the text is plain, and as ſtrong as poſ- 


| ſible, and repeatedly aſſerts no leſs than four times, the de- 


ſtruction of every living thing that breathed upon the Earth, 
under heaven, except thoſe with Noah in the Ark ; and is 


it not better, ſafer, and wiſer, to ſpeak after Gop, than to 


ſpeak contrary to him, in any caſe? 


So, there are ſome, who want to think, and therefore 
ſpeak, that ſome will be ſaved beſides the ele, contrary to 
this grand pcture of ſal vation in Noah's Ark; for none were 
ſaved in the Ark but thoſe, whom Noah, a type of CuRIST 
received and placed in it. He received none but thoſe who 
came to him, none came to him but thoſe who were influ- 
enced and drawn to him, and none were drawn to him, 
but thoſe who were choſen from all the reſt of the creatures 


upon earth, to be ſaved in the Ark: fo JEsus CHRIST 


will fave none, but thoſe whom he receives; he receives 
none but thoſe who will come to him; for how can he 
receive thoſe who will not come to him to be ſaved? None 
but thoſe who are drawn can come to him, as CHRISf 
himſelf affirms. John vi. 44. And none are drawn to him 
by the ſpecial influence of grace, but thoſe who are choſen 

| to 
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to be ſaved by him. Indeed, if others came to him to be 


ſaved beſides the elect, they would have been received and 


ſaved by him, who delighteth not in the death of a ſinner, 
Ezecl xxxlii. 11. but willing that all ſhould be ſaved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth, 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
But the truth is, they are not willing; ſo the Son of 
Gop, the beſt judge of the matter ſaith Fohn v. 40. 
And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 
And in the ſame manner the Prophet Jai. xliii. 22. 
But thou haſt not called upon me, O Jacob; but thou haſt been 
weary of me, O Ijrael. Therefore none will be ſaved 
beſides the Elect ; tho? there is a day of grace, and the 


door of mercy left open, for others to come if they would, 


as the door of the Ark was kept open for ſeven days, 
while the creatures, to be ſaved, came in. And it is very 
likely, yea a certain fact, that many other creatures came in 
company, with thoſe who were choſen and drawn to be 
laved, as far as the Ark, but being averſe to it, would 
not enter in, but after coming near ſtaid out, or drew back, 


and ſo were deſtroyed: ſome of them, it might be, juſt by 


the Ark of ſalvation. The Ark being pitched all over, 
tho of a good form, looked black and diſagreeable, like 
the church of Gop, which tho' comely in form, as being 
formed by Gop's word, yet is black or ſwarthy, with 
imperfection and affliction. Cant. i. 5. Alſo their prejudice 
againſt ſome of the creatures which went into the Ark 
muſt certainly hinder their going in, becauſe they were 
not drawn by that ſtrong influence which drew thoſe that 
went in and we may ſuppoſe, that there was a general 
drawing influence of Goy's preſence, about the Ark; 


| but not ſtrong enough to overcome their averſion and 


tear reſiſting it, 


AND ſo, in the ſpiritual life, many are drawn to ſeek 
falvation by conviction, and the general influence of God's 
fpirit in the means of grace, and draw near to Gon, and 
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within a little of falvation, as King Agrippa. Ad. xxvi, 
27, 28. And the man in the Goſpel of whom our Saviout 
ſaid, he was not far from the kingdom of Gon, Mart xii. 
34. They come far, out of affection alſo, to ſome of thoſe 
who come aright and enter in, but being averſe to others, 
are unwilling to go in with them, and ſo ſtay out, or draw 
back to perdition, for want of faith to go on, and becauſe 
the church of Gon like the Ark, tho“ comely in form, 
looks black and ſwarthy with imperfe&tions, fin, and 
troubles in this world; and they ſee not the beauty in 
Cnxisr, which his choſen people fee in him. Cant v. g. 
I hat is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou faire 
among women © what is thy beloved more than another belav« 
ed, thai thou deſt ſo charge us ? Even his own diſciples who 
Enew who he was, in his ftate of humiliation upon earth, 
wanted him to make a better appearance than he did, 


and nearly ſtumbled at it. Jai. liii. 2, 3. For he foal 


grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 
dry ground he hath no form ner comelineſs : and when we ſhall 
fee him, there is #o beauty that we ſhould defire him. He is 
deſpiſed and rejected of men; a man of ſirraws, and acquaintes 
with grief and we hid as it were our faces from him: he was 
deſpiſed, and we efieemed him not. How much more ſo, thoſe 
who have no fight of his beauty, to whom he is a ſtum- 
bling ſtone, and rock of offence. 1 Pet. ii. 8. So far as to 


j fay, We will not have this man to reign over us. Luke xix. 


14. The Apoſtle plainly ſaith, that the election only 
obtainꝰd juſtification to life in Iſrael, and that the reſt were 
hardened, Rom. xi. 7. From all this, it is fully apparent 
that none will be ſaved but thoſe whom Gop hath choſen 


to ſalvation, tho' there is a day of grace for trial, for | 


others, which they will not make the beſt and right uſe 
of, and the fault therefore lies upon themſelves. 


Tunis alſo reproves the Arminians, and their compa- 
Aions, in error and Infidelity, who deny the election of 
iree 


always, 
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1 
free grace; and ſay that Gop hath elected thoſe, whom 
de fo ſaw, would believe, repent, and leid holy Ives: 
Directly contrary to Eph. i 4. According as he hath choſen 
us in him, before the foundation of the world, that we fſhoula 
be holy, and without blame before him in lobe. Which aſſerts, 
that Gap hath elected his people to be holy, not for ho- 
ccauſe Wlineſs foreſeen : 2 Tim i. . /Yho bath ſaved us, and calle 
form, Mu us with an holy calling, not according to cur works, but 
„ and cccording to his own purpoſe, and grace; which was given us in 
uty in Ci Jeſus before the world began. And why is it that 
v. q. nen will not ſpeak after the Gop of truth and wii om, but 
faireft make themſelves perverſe liars and fools, in ſpeaking 
belovs Mazainſt him. Eleftion to eternal life is of free grace, 
5s who not of free will, which chuſeth not Gop, but is 
earth, always, conſtantly, and prevailingly inclined to do evil. 
did, on. vi. 5. And God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great 


e pull ia the earth, and that every imagination of the thaughts of his 


it of a heart was only evil continually. So then It is not of him thas 


e ſhalt willeth, nor of him that runneth: not from man's will and 


Hen gency, but of God that Toy ſheweth mercy. Rom. ix. 


aintes 15, 16, 18. 


e was x 
thoſe THE typical Ark's ſalvation alſo confuteth the ſame 


tum- erroneous men, who deny effectual calling, and God's 
as to drawing Influence, tho' the Apoſtle faith, that thoſe 
xix, whom he elected he calleth, and glorifieth; Rom. viii. 29, 
only 30. And that election is not of works foreſeen, but 
were Hof him that calleth. Rom. ix. 11. Sinners will no more 
arent WW come of themſelves to Gov, than the creatures repreſent- 
1oſen FF ing them, came. of themſelves to che A k, without an 


„ fo agency of Con upon them? for it was not enough moraly | 


; uſe I to ſhew them the way to the Ark, it was too weak, too 
little, and could no more bring them to the Ark alone, 
than the meer moral perſuaſions of the Pelagians, even 


npa- if it would rightly ſhew the way, can bring any _ 


n of ta Cüntar, which it never did, nor ever will; 
ee Fang 


* 


** 
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this wild notion hath been publickly profeſſed in time; 


of old, and took ſome place; but it being much oppoſe, AND 
and too groſs to prevail much, the devil altered the ſcheme, MW lg 0 
into ſomething which had more appearance of truth and it, ſpe: 
modeſty, even into Semi-pelagianiſm, which makes man poſpel 
to begin the work of his own ſalvation, but God mu} with th 
help him on, tho” he muſt begin, This alſo appeared to Chri 0 
groſs to prevail much, and for a very long time; therefor pronget 
the cunning deceiver ſet up the Arminian hereſy to trouble without 
the reformation ; which allows Gop to begin indeed by 4 
walk ho 


giving ſome general influence of his goodneſs, with the 
means of grace to aſſiſt their wills, and turn them to Gop; 
but denies the neceſſity of a ſpecial influence of his good- 
neſs to bring them to their place, becauſe they deny origi- 
nal fin, and man's impotency to well doing; by which 
means they at once leſſen man's ſinfulneſs, and the gra 
of Gop, and divide the glory of ſalvation between Gov 
and man; which ſurely is the work of ſatan the enemy 
of Gop. But did the creatures going to the Ark, ant 
repreſenting thoſe, who go to CHRIST to be ſaved, go 
of themſelves to the Ark, without an extraordinary in- 
fluence of God's goodneſs and power upon them, both to 
ſhew the way, and incline them to go? No, they hal 


not in 
But, p. 
ir the 
men of 
Gop's 
rule: | 
own gi 
appear. 
his ele 
man tt 


yant « 
blaſph 


no will to go thither, till this influence came upon them; MW TH 
neither have ſinful men as much as a will to go to CHRISH bold f 
the ſpiritual Ark of ſalvation, before the day of his pow - ¶ broug 
er upon them, P/al. cx. 3. and therefore are ſaid to be again, 
faved, not by their own power, but by the power of Gov No, t 
through faith unto ſalvation. 1 Pex, i. 5, Did the natural Wwas o 
Iſrael come of themſelves out of Egypt? No, but by a Arara 
mighty hand, and many miracles : or did they go through into v 
the wilderneſs into Canaan, by the light of their reafon, ¶ tence 
and their own power? No, they were guided by a cloud None 
of glory and led about, Deut. xxxii. 10. and borne about, I was p 
as on Eagles's wings. ver. II, 12. out te 
| | time, 

conn( 


AND 


1 39 1 


a ine arp theſe fort of men, who make licht of the fall of 


p vm" an, and conſequently of the grace of Gov, the remedy of 
= wy it, ſpeak alſo of the ſalvation of Heathens, without the 
" goſpel of grace and ſalvation, But the Apoſtle meets 


ces man F : 
op mug vith them : Eph. ii. 12. That, at that time ye were without 


ared too 
therefore 
trouble 
ideed by 


their notion, and no leſs plain, Rom. xiii. 13, 14. Let us 
walk honeſtly as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenneſs ; 


ith 
0 ut in chambering and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and envying. 

s , the fleſh, to fulfil the luſis thereof,, It is obſervable, that 
y Origi« 


men of libertine, looſe notions are laviſh and prodigal of 


wel Gop's mercy, extending it out of its channel, and beyond 

e race rule: They will not allow Gop to be Sovereign of his 

en Goo own grace, and in nothing deth the pride of their ſcheme 
OY appear, as in making man's foreſeen goodneſs the cauſe of 

rk, and his electing them to ſalvation ; wherein at once, they make 

ved, go man the beginning of his own ſalvation, and God the ſer- 

"ary im. vant of man's corrupt will: ſo daring is their error and 
; : blaſphemy againſt God and his grace. 

ey ha | | 

* THis alſo reproves the Arminians of every ſort, who 


CHRIST bold falling trom grace: For did the creatures, who were 
is pow- {Wdrouglit and received to the Ark, to be ſaved ; go out 
d to be MWagain, and come in again, backwards and forwards? 
of Gon No, they did not go out, until the ſtorm of Gop's wrath 
natural IN was over; and they were fetched out of the Ark, to Mount 


ut by a Ararat; which repreſented heaven and the ſtate of glory, 


hrough Winto which the church militant ſhall aſcend after the ſen- 
reafon, ¶ tence of condemnation paſt upon the ungodly world. 
a cloud None that came to the Ark went out of it, until the flood 
about, W was paſt, and that Gord commanded Noah to bring them 
out to Mount Ararat; for Gop had ſhut them in until that 
time, True the Raven and the Dove were ſent out to re- 


And onnditre the earth, but not through the door, but through 


the 


Chriſt, being aliens from the common wealth of Iſrael, and 
ſrangers. from the covenant of promiſe, having no hope, and 
without God in the world. Terms very unfavourable to 


„ 
the window, in the upper ſtory of the Ark; ſo nonł of th ..v: 
who come into ChRISH by the door of faith, do g bach Go 
agi in through that door, which is ſhut upon them, to per ud 
in the flood of divine wrath : for as unbelief, the oppoſite 9 
faitn ſhuts men out of CHRIST, and ſalvation by him, aH Arn 
door of the Ark was ſhut againſt the unbelieving world mi 
and ſhut them out to deſtrution z ſo faith on the conil dec 
trary ſhuts men in CHRIS to ſalvation, as the creature met 
repreſenting thoſe that come to CHRIST, were ſhut in tl cure 
Ark, that they might not periſh in the flood with the wie of . 
ked world; for the flood of deſtruction was not to come ty der 
the Ark, which was a type of CHRIsT the Saviour, wil and 
reach any of thoſe who were come to it, to deſtroy then diſe 
Rev. iii. 12. Him that overcometh, will I make a pillar i heal 
the temple of my God, and he fhall go no more out, —And v can 
Gop open that door again, or ſhall any other open it, fi theſ 
them to go back to deſtruction ? No, no more than th No: 
door of the Ark was opened, for the creatures repreſentig cbr; 
them, to go out, until it was opened at the command dl orac 
Gop for them to go out of it to Mount Ararat. The in 
that have the true belief, to the ſaving of the ſoul, wih his 
thoſe who believe not draw back to perdition, Heb, x, 3 
They ſhall not unbelieve back, the faith they were dram F 
to, quite into the unbelief they were drawn from, "Ther Ark 
faith will not fail, becauſe Cyr1sT the author of it, fu for 
his own glory intercedes for it, that it may not fail. T reſp 
notion of falling from grace then is an error and blaſphe-M nor 
my againſt the truth of divine revelation, and the gloril. 
of the grace of Gop. There is nothing in this type for 3 
them, tis all againſt them, all types againſt them, planſW the; 
| Scripture againſt them, all againſt them, none for them, the 
reaſon againſt them, experience againſt them. And de him 
thoſe who are choſen and brought to Jesvs CHRIST, dil the 
faith and love, and the powerful drawing of the Father, ol rebe 
his Son, depart from the ſpiritual Ark, into which they wer inn. 
brought, and ſettled, and come back to him again? And gl was 
away 
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away again, none can tell how often? Be the children of 
Gop to day, and the devil's children to morrow ! So 
ſuddenly changed, to good or evil? No, ſuch a change 
is impoſſible. Ridiculous ! Nothing in the Anti-goſpel 
Arminian's ſcheme, more ridiculous: How great the 
miſtake and folly! It is againſt the plain and numerous 
declarations of the Goſpel, and the types of the old Teſta- 
ment, and this type among others, Thoſe who were 
cured by looking on the brazen Serpent, which was a type 
of CHRIST, did not relapſe again: Did the lepers un- 
der the Jaw, cured by the typical fipinkling, of the blood 
and water, relapſe again? No, nor thoſe whoſe bodily 
diſeaſes CHRIsT cured on earth; and was he a better 
healer of bodily, than of ſoul diſeaſes? Who in ſober wit 
can think it ? Thus we ſee, there is nothing in favour of 
theſe wild thinkers, in the ſalvation of the creatures in 
Noah's Ark, in which theſe four capital doctrines of 
chriſtianity are wonderfully held forth. Election, ſpecial 
grace of converſion, . and effectual calling, perſeverance 
in grace, and Gop's care of his creatures, and **! to 
his creation work. 


From all this, we ſee, how notable a thing Noah's 
Ark was, in it's natural uſe, and typical ſignification; 
for it was extraordinary, and wonderful in both theſe 
reſpets, There was no building in the world like it, 
nor any ſuch type of the great ſalvation, 


3. How glad and thankful ſhould chriſtians be, whe- 


ther it were fo or not, who are brought to Jesvs CHRIST 
the Deliverer from the wrath to come, and are fafe in 
him, from the ſtorm of judgment, which is to come upon 
the world of ſinners, for their unbelicf, impenitence, and 
rebellion againſt Gop their Creator, the author of their 
innumerable mercies, and was willing to give them all, that 
was neceſſary, to make them happy; as Noah and all his 
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12 
family were glad, and thankful, that they were in ſhelter, 


and ſafe, when they heard the mighty ſound of rain, falling 


upon the Ark, without feeling it, fo that Noah might fit 
and ſing in the Ak (as that heavenly writer, Mr. T homag 
Brooks in one of his books expreſſes it) **Becauſe Gop way 
his protectorꝰ: Eſpecially when they heard the cries of men, 


beaſts, and fouls about them, under the ſtorm of death ; 


and alſo ſaw through the window of the Alk, the bodies 
of men, beaſts, and fouls, floating upon the waters: Glad 
furely they were, and thapkful, as they ought to have been, 
to Gop, who directed Noah to make the Ark, and that 
his labour and pains, tho' great and long, was not in vain. 


VPA, the very ir-ational creatures were glad, they were 
in ſhelter, when they heard the ſound of the heavy rain, 
which fell upon the Ark: The fame inſtinct, which na- 


turallv they had of a ſtorm, coming; for we ſee, as the 


learned Biſhop Hall, rightly obferves, from experience, 
that the Swine ranging abroad, when they apprehend a 


ſtorm coming, will come home crying. But before this 


extraordinary ſtorm, the greateſt that ever was, the ſuper» 
natural drawing influence of Gop, made them come, and 


ſome of them, it may be, haſtily ; then the ſame inſtinct, 


and influence, that brought them in, might, yea, did make 
them ſenſible and glad they were in ſhelter, and to have 
fome reſpect to Noah and his ſons, who received, and 
placed them in the rooms of the Ark, and fed them, It 
is not unreaſonable to think, that Gop might put this 


in their thoughts, eſpecially as they were types of his peo- 


ple; for in this manner, of putting thoughts in them, 
Gor ſpeaks to the creatures; ſo we are to underſtand, 
Gop's ſpeaking to the fiſh, to vomit out Jonah, on the dry 
land. Jonah ii. How thankful ought God's people to be, 
who are in Jesvs CHRIST, the ſpiritual Ark of ſafety ! It 
will be their conſtant wol k in eternity, to love, and praiſe, 
their deliverer from wrath, into happineſs. Rev. v. 9, And 
they ſung a new ſeng, ſaying, Theu art worthy to take the book 
| and 
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and to open the ſeals thereof. for thou waſt flain, and haſt re- 


deemed us to God by thy blood, out of every hingreds and tongue, 
and people, and nation; Oc. to 14. 


 LasTLy. If CyrisT JEsvs is the Ark of ſalvation, fi- 
gured by Noah's Alk, whe:ein was the remnant of men, 
and of all the ſorts of creatures, which Gop choſe to ſave; 
then let ſinners come to him, to be ſaved, as thole 
creatures came to the Ark to be ſaved, which were to be 
ſaved, and naturally were ſaved. 


THERE is indeed, but one Saviour, to ſave the fouls of 
men, as there was but one Ark, to ſave the creatures re- 
preſenting them. But this one Saviour is ſufficient to 
ſave all, that will come to him by faith, and there is ne 
need of any other with him, either ſaints or angels, or his 
own mother; but this only Saviour: 1/az. xliii. 11.—And 
one Mediator between God and men,—1 Tim. ii. 5, To him 
therefore ſinners are to come for ſalvation, and to him 
alone; it being a ſcandal to his power, to join any with 
him in the fulneſs of ſalvation. | 

Aotives 

To finners, to come to him; which ſhall be taken, 
for brevity's ſake, only from this typical Alk, the ſal- 
vation of the creatures repreſenting thoſe ſaved in JESUS 
CurIsT, The 


1. Morire is the power of CHRIST to ſave, for as 
the Ark repreſenting him, was ſtrong and firm, to ſave 
thoſe that came to it; notwithſtanding the long ard 
mighty ſtorm upon it, and its being toſſed upon the 
waves of the flood, ſeems to be alluded to. Jai. liv. 9, For 
this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as 1 have ſworn 
that the waters of Noah ſhould no more go over the earth; ſo 
have I ſworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee. c. to 13. Yet, it neither broke nor cracked, in all 
that time, but continued a whole veſſel able to ſave all 
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E 
that were in it, as long as there was need of their ſtaying 
in it; ſo is Jesvs CHRIST, repreſented by it, able to ſave 
all that come to him, and are received by bim; for, He is 
—mighty ta ſave ! Iſai. Ixiii. 1. And able to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt, thoſe that come to Gop through him, Feb. vii, 
25. ſo that the anſwer, which he gave to him, that ſaid, 
Lonp! If thou cant do any thing, help us: (Tf thin 
canſt believe all things are poſſible to him that believeth ! 
Mark ix. 22, 23.) May be given to every man in diſtreſs 
about the ſalvation of his ſoul ! 


2. Hx is willing, alſo-as well as able, to receive, and 


ſave thoſe that come, even as Noah, his type, and figure, 


willingly received all that came to the Ark, without re- 
jecting any, the meaneſt, and worſt that came. And 
if any man, or woman, in faith of Gop's threatning, and 
fear of the judgment threatened, came to Noah, after the 
finiſhing of the Ark, and before the door was ſhut, pray- 


ing to be taken in, among his family, he would doubtleſs 


have received them; and ſuppoſing Gop had foreſeen, 
that many had done ſo; he would have directed Noah to 
make it larger, that they might have room in it; but as 
no ſuch thing was to be foreſeen, Noah had no fuch 
command ; for none came to the Ark, but Noah and his 
family, whom Gop commanded to come to it: The reſt 
deſpiſed the warning, and place of ſafety, and were all 


deſtroyed; ſo JEsus CHrisT is willing, not only to ſave 


thoſe, whom he hath choſzn, and draws by ſpecial grace, 
but willing alſo to fave thers; even all thoſe, with whom 
his Spirit ſtriveth 'to bring them from evil : But they all, 
either reſiſt or neglect his calls, entreaties, and the inviting 
influence of his Spirit, and ſtay in the ſtate of corrupt 


nature to periſh: For ſee we not, in the parable, that 


wicn thoſe of his own church were invited to the 

marriage, and were told that all was reaCy for their 

entertainment, bey mede light of it, chuſing other things 

before it? Math. xxii. 5, Made this and that excufe, 
| this 


ſtaying 
to fave 
„He is 
the ut. 
deb. vii. 
at ſaid, 
If thu 
reveth | 
diſtrefs 


ye, and 
figure, 
ut re- 
And 
g, and 
er the 
pfray- 
ubtleſs 
eſeen, 
oah to 
but as 
> ſuch 
nd his 
1e reſt 
ere all 
0 ſave 
Trace, 
vhom 
y all, 
iting 
rrupt 
that 
the 
their 
11ngs 
cufe, 
11S 


1 
this and the other is in the way, and at laſt, that they could 
not come, and that after the ſervant had been commanded 
to compel them to come in, that his houſe might be filled; 
i.e, to uſe all arguments, and poſſible earneſtneſs, to pre- 
vail with them; which ſhews, how willing he was, that 
they ſhould come, who would not, and did not come; 
and therefore, angry that they did not come. Luke xiv. 
16, to 20, Here we plainly ſee, that Gop is willing to 
ſave, where man is unwilling to be ſaved; being not wil- 
ling that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
the knowledge of the truth: 2 Pet. iii. 9. And may as 
plainly ſee, and ſhould ſee, who then is to be blamed, 
God, who is willing, to fave, or man who chuſes to ſtay 
away from the Ark of ſalvation; as that not one of the 
old world, male or female, came to Noah's Ark to be 
ſaved, after 120 years warning, of the deſtruction to come. 
Here is a great inſtance, no leſs than a world of men, to 


ſhew the ſtrength of human corruption, againſt the good- 


neſs of Gop; their averſion, and inability to that which 


is good. His poſterity, by nature, act after the example of 


their father Adam, who after he had ſinned, and his con- 
ſcience became guilty, inſtead of returning to God, to aſk 
pardon and forgivencls, fled and ſought to hide from his 
preſence. Gen. iii. 8. But, 


Some will object; If man is thus unwilling, and un- 
able to help himſelf, what ſignify exhortations, invita- 
tionsto good, and warnings of evil? 


Tux anſwer is, That man hath not utterly loſt his 
created goodneſs, as the angels that fell, as man was 
tempted to fin, and ſinned not without a tempter, as the 
angels did, in the preſence of Gop, in the upper Paradiſe ; 
and are incapable of all perſuaſions, will, and motion 
to good. But in deceived man, there remains a poor dy- 
ing remnant of the firſt created good, yet unable to help 
itſelf; ſome light in the nn tho” the flame of the 
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18 
candle is out; and ſome ſenſe of good and evil, in the 
conſcience, Rom. ii. 14, 15. For when the Gentiles, which 
have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the lau, 
theſe, having not the law, are a law unto themſelves : Which 


be the work of the law written in their hearts, their con. 


ſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts the mean whit 
accuſing, or elſe excuſing one another, And ſome weak faint 
reſolutions, and motions to well doing at times, and upon 
ſome occaſions, But all this will not do, without the 
light of God's word, to ſhew the Saviour, and the way 
of ſalvation ; nor will the ſtriving of Gop's Spirit, and 
the general influence of his helping goodneſs alone, be 
ſufficient to bring men home to Gov, for it prevailed not 
with all the world in the days of Noah; no, not in the 
ſpace of more than a 100 years; a long time to ſtand out 
with Gop, and deſpiſe his goodneſs. This however, will 
bring them no farther than almoſt to be ſaved, as the crea- 
tures who came near, but would not enter into the Ark. It 
will be but as the morning cloud, and the early dew, which 
leaves no good effect upon the earth. H.. vi. 4. This in- 
deed will put them in the way of ſalvation ; for under the 
general influence of Gop's goodneſs upon that remnant of 
power in man's nature, he might have of Gop, that 
ſpecial grace, which would bring him to Gop, to be 
ſaved ; for it is a talent, tho' but one, which might, and 
therefore ſhould be uſed, and being nat uſed, juſtly deſerves 


_ condemnation, and is ſure of it. Math. xxv. 24, to 30, 


But men do either reſiſt, or neglect the motions of God's 
Spirit, inclining them to good, from evil; ſo did the old 
world, and ſo did the Jews, even in the viſible church, 
under the old, and new Teſtament, Iſai. Ixi. 9. And their 


feed hall be known amon; the Gentiles, and their offspring a- 


mong the people e all that ſee them ſhall acknowledge them, that 
they are the ſeed which the Lord hath bleſſed. And Acts vii. 51, 
Ye fliffenecked and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye ds 


always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt: as your fathers did, fo do ye, 
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And moſt notable are the Apoſtle's words to this purpoſe: 
Rim. x. 18, But I ſay, Have they not heard? Yes, verily, 
their ſound went into all the earth, and their words unto the 
ends of the world, &c. to 21, Where he clearly ſheweth, 
thar of the Prophet, Mi. xv. 2. I have ſpread out my hands 
ail the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way 
that was not good, after their own thoughts. That the peo- 
ple of Iſrael, who enjoyed the means of grace ſufficiently, 
obeyed not, but reſiſted the calls of Gop, which he part- 
ly advances to ſhew, that the ſalvation of Jews, and 
Gentiles, was not of themſelves, but of the ſpecial grace 
of God ; agreeable to thoſe remarkable words, to this 


purpoſe, in {ſazah's prophecy. Ixv. 1. I am fought of them 


an aſted not for me; I am found of them that hug t me 
J ſaid, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was 
nat + at by my name. = 


AnD all this, from: the ſtrength of human corruption, 
and difability to do good; or, even to ſeek after Gop, 
and that which is good: ſo the Apoſtle out of Pſal. liti. 
In Rom iii. 10, As it is written, There is none rigbteous, na 
net one: There is none that underſlandeth, there is none that 


fecketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are 


tr ether become unprofitable : there is none that doeth good, no 
mt ene. Their throat is an open ſepulchre; with their tongues 
they have uſed deceit ; the poiſon of aſps is under their lips : 
IV hoſe mouth is full of curſing and bitterneſs. Their feet are 
ſwift to ſhed blood. Deftruftion and miſery are in their ways - 
And the way of peace have they nut known. There 1s no fear 
of Ged before their eyes, *Tis true, men by nature, and 
much more under the influence of general giace, and the 
itriving of Gop's Spirit, may do leſs evil, and more good 
than they do, as the world might in the days of Noah, 
which was their ſin, and the cauſe of their exemplary 
deſtruction; and if a man under the ſtriving of Gop's 
Holy Spirit, and influence of his general grace, did to the 


utmoſt of his power, want $6 im poſſibility, and no 


more 
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more than his duty to do, ſeek after Gop and ſalvation, 
doubtleſs, the GoD' of mercy would give him that ſpe. 
cial grace, which would fully bring him home to Gop; 
for tho', his doing this would merit nothing, being ng 
more than what he ought to do, in which is no merit; ; yet, 
the performance of duty, is the way to obtain more good: 
But we cannot ſay, that any man hath ever done, or 
will do this. The royal Prophet, we have ſeen, denies it, 
and the Apoſtle alſo, after him, agreeing with him, de. 
but in deſcribing the ſtate of mankind, by nx 
ture, affiims, that both Jews and Gentiles are under {in, 
and guilty before Gop; having nothing to ſay for them. 
ſelves, by way of boaſting, or juſtification : That non: 
ſecketh after Gop, none righteous, None that doeth goed, 
to not one. Here he excepteth not one, becauſe there wa 
none to be excepted, Had any one done this, tho? there 
would have been no merit in it, yet he would have ſome 
room for boaſting, which others had not; but the In- 
ſpired Apoſtle excludes all boaſting ; Rom. iii. 27. Where 
is begſting then? There is no room for it; for ſalvation 
is only from God's ſpecial grace. Eph. ii. 8. 


How little can a man do, towards hi own ſalvation, 
while under the power of ſin, and ſatan? He may ſpeak, 
2, who is ſick in bed, of 
2 diſeaſe, that will at laſt 5 him without a reme- 
dy, and will riſe, as if but a little ailed him; but riſing 
up, finds himſelf too weak, to walk and work, and falls to 
his bed again. We ſee that not one perſon, in all the 
world was converted, in the long time of Noah's preach- 
ing by word, example, and viſible preparation for judge- 
ment to come upon the world for fin. They were cal 
led indeed from evil to good, and influenc'd to obey ; 
but none came to the Ark, but Noah and his family, 
who had a ſpecial call, to come to it, and for whom it 
was prepared; for why ſhould it be prepared, for thoſe 


who would not come to it? 
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3. Ir you will not come to the Saviour JEsvs CHRIST, 
you will periſh for ever. It was a mortal fin, and a foul 
death, not to believe him to be the Saviour, John viii. 24. 
If ye believe not that I am he, you ſhall die in your fins, and 
that is to die indeed, But it is yet worſe, much worſe, to 
know him to be the Saviour of ſinners, and yet neglect to 
go to him, eſpecially in thoſe who have been often invited 
and encouraged to come by all manner of arguments, and 
warned of the danger of neglecting the great ſalvation, 
Heb. ii. 3. Thoſe that do it ſhall periſh in their fins, as 
all the world of men periſhed, but thoſe only who came 
to the Ark, which was a type of the only Saviour of the 


ſouls of men. 


LasTt.y, Conſider the woe and miſery of thoſe who will 
not come to CHRIST for peace and ſalvation, They are 
miſerable in life, miſerable in death, and more ſo after death, 
in endleſs eternity. It will be with them, at laſt after all 
their mirth and ſecurity in the way of fin, as it was with 
the world when the flood came, of which they had been 
long warned to no purpoſe. At firſt, when it began to rain, 
they hoped it would be over at night, or at leaſt the next 


day; next day the rain continuing, they hoped it would ceaſe 


the third ; but ſtill continuing the fourth, fifth, and ſixth 
days, and rather increaſ:ng, gave a concern and uneaſi- 
neſs, which increaſed as the time went on ; for now danger 
increaſes, and death, the King of terrors, approaches, and 
hell after him; the married couple and the marriage com- 
pany now, (for our Saviour tells us, they married, and gave 
in marriage, until the day that Noah went into the Ark, 
Math, xxiv. 33. 39.) had their joy turned into ſorrow. 
They were now ſurrounded with danger, and trouble, and 


no comfort from heaven or from earth. They were indeed 


in ſhelter in their houſes, but it was not to continue long, 
and they durſt not go out for fuel or for food; and they 
began to ſtarve in ſoul and body. They grieved for 


themſelves, ſor their friends, and for the poor innocent 
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Creatures dying for their fakes. They are now ſhamed 
of their wickedneſs, which now. had overtaken them, 
And now alſo they think of Noah, and his Ark: that he 
and his family were the only happy perſons, and even the 
creatures with him; and the Ark, the only place of ſafe. 
ty, and Oh, that they were in it | Oh that they could go 


to knock for entrance ! He Who before was a fool, is now 


the wiſe man, and they the fools. Oh the cries of men, 
women, and children?! For now no comfort remained, 
but the poor comfort of the oppreſſed, of the greatly op- 
preſſed, eſpecially, ſome almoſt to death; ſome very likely, 


the very day the vengeance began, that their oppreſſors, 


who were exceeding numerous, in thoſe days, were to 


ſuffer with them : Great now was their miſery, for there 


was nothing but lamentation, mourning, and woe, both 


without them, and within them. Here was ſome prophe- 


tick picture bf the miſery that will come upon the world 


again for ſin, in the end of time; for the world will become 


ſinful again towards the end of the happy Millennium, as 
it was in the days of Noah, Math. xxiv. 37, 38, 39. 
But as the days of Noe were, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son 
of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood, they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the Ark, and knew nit 
until the flood came and took them all away; ſo ſhall alſo the 
coming of the Sen of man be. That Gop may juſtly put 
anend to it, for the glory of his holineſs, ard juſtice for 
ever, having ſufficiently ſuffered its endleſs provocations. 


To eſcape being miſerable in this life, and that which 
is to come, and to be happy forever ; let ſinners be per- 


ſuaded to come to CHRIST, without delay, left the day 


of grace be paſt, and there be no open door to apply for 
ſalvation, Let them pray to Gop for the ſpecial grace 
that will bring them to Gov, and wait upon him for ihe 
obtaining of it; for, Bliſed are all they that wait far 
him, 
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him. Thi, xxx 18. For he that ſeeketh ſhall find, he that 
aſketh ſhall receive, and to him that knocketn ſhall tne 
door of mercy be opened. Math, vii. 7. Aud whoever 
ſhall call upon him, in earneſt, ſhall be ſaved : But they 
that refuſe to come, ſhall be damned. If you come, you 
will be more glad of it, when the judgment of the world 
will come, than Noah and his family were, when ti:ey 
heard the ſtorm of judgment fall upon the Ark, and they, 
and all the creatures alſo, were glad to be in ſh<lter. 
Come therefore and delay not; It you will not come, you 
will be in a worſe caſe than the world was, when the 
flood came, and you will repent it for ever, with a never 
ending ſhame, and ſorrow, The very creatures who came 
into the Ark (which was a type of the Saviour you are 
invited to, and ſtand in need of) will condemn you; yea 
the very ſwine will condemn you, who run crying into 
ſhelter, before a ſtorm, and it may be, into the Ark, 
the figure of the Saviour of ſouls. You have infinitely 
more need of going to CHRIST, crying for deliverance 
from the wrath to come. In this way the penitent Jews 
of old came from Babylon to Zion, Per. I. 4, 5. In thoſe 
days, and in that time, ſaith the LORD, the children of Iſrael 
ſhall come, they, and the children of Fudah together, ging and 
weeping : they ſhall go, and ſeek the Lok their God. They 
ſhall aſk the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, ſaying, 
Come, and let us join ourſelves to the LoRD in a perpetual 
covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. If you will not come, 


The heavens will at laſt declare your iniquities; and the earth 
will riſe 2% againſt you. Job xx. 27. And then, woe will 


be to you, when ſo many witneſſes, joined with your own 
conſciences, will be againſt you in judgment; come taere- 


fore, before the door of mercy is ſhut for ever, as the door 


of Noah's Ark was ſhut againſt all that came not in time 
toit, The fooliſh Virgins neglecting their time, had the 
door ſhut againſt them, Math. xxv. 10, 11, 12. And how 


Gieadful it is to be ſhut out of the door of mercy and 


happineſs for ever? Conſider, and be wiſe for your lat- 
ter end, H 3 
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OF THE CREATURES GOING 
OUT OF THE ARK. 


Iſai. liv. 9, to 14. For this is as the waters of Noah 
unto me: for as 1 have ſworn that the waters of Noah 
ſhould no more go over the earth; ſo have I fworn that J 
would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.. For the 
mountains ſhall depart, and the bills be removed ; but ny 
kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee neither ſhall the covenant 
of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath mercy on 
thee. O thou afflicted, tofſed with tempeſt, and not comfort- 
ed, behald, I will lay thy flones with fair colours, and lay 


dows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy bor- 
ders of pleaſant tones. And all thy children ſhall be taught 
of the Lord; and great ſhall be the peace of thy children, 
Gen. viii. 13, to 20. And it came to paſs in the fix bun- for i 
aredth and firſt year, in the firſt month, the firſt. day of th type 
month, the waters were dried up from off the earth; and to t 


Noah removed the covering of the Ark, and looked, and be- of t 


hold, the face of the ground was dry, And in the ſecond month, alter 
on the feven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth tem} 
dried. And God ſpake unto Noah, ſaying, Go forth of the we 
Ark, thou and thy wife, and thy ſons, and thy ſons wives with ceaſ 
thee. Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with of 1 
thee, of all fleſh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every out 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may him 
breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful and multiply I and 
upon the 


k 3 1 
upon the earth. And Noah went forth, and his fons, and his 
— wife, and his ſons wives with him Every beaſt, every creep- 


ing thing, and every fowl, and whatſoever creepeth upon the 


II. earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the Ark. 1 Pet. iii, 
20, 21. Which ſometime were diſobedient, when once the long 
ſuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the Ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, that 1s, eight fouls, were ſa- 
wed by water. The like figure whereunto, even baptiſm, 
doth alſo now ſav? us (nat the putting away of the filth of the 
fleſh, but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God) by the 
reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſi. 


H E Prophet in the firſt words of the text, pro- 
pheſieth of the better ſtate of the church, in the 
time to come; which had been in times paſt, like a toſſed 
veſſel] upon the face of the waters. The words of the 


accompliſhed : And beyond it, to the ſtate of glory; we 
ſuppoſe he did not ſee, at leaſt very particularly, becauſe 
the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Tim. i. 10. that life and immortality, 
is brought to light by the goſpel. But then, the goſpel! 
diſpenſation of grace, is a repreſentation of the ſtate of 


ſation of the goſpel of grace, and is a ſure preparation 
for it, and an earneſt of it; and therefore intended in the 
type and prophecy ; in which the prophet plainly refers 
to the deliverance in the Ark, and the happy ceaſing 
1d be- of the flood; and the Ark reſted upon mount Ararat, 
zonth, ater it had been much, and long a toſſed veſſel, upon the 
earth tempeſtuous flood: And in the hiſtory of it, which 
of the we have in Gen. viii. 13, to 20. Is related (1.) the 
with ceaſing of the flood, and drying of the earth, and the time 


with of it, ver. 13, 14. (2.) God's command to Noah, to go 
every out of the Ark, he and his family, and to bring forth with 
may him the creatures, who had been brought into the Ark, 
ltiply and ſaved in it: ver. 15, 16, 19. (3.) His doing this as 
on the LoRD commanded, ver, 18, 19. Bor 


prophecy, can refer to no time previous to the time of the 
goſpel, in which the good and great things foretold werr 


glory, into which the church ſhall go out of the diſpen- 
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1 84 J 
Bur the Apoſtle, in the laſt words of the text, is mere g to 
plain, and expreſsly makes the deliverance in the Ark, Jof th 
Hguie of the goſpel ſalvation, And the deliverance in the 
Alk, and the delizerance out of it, into a better condition, 
than they were in, while in it, intended both by the pry. 
phet and the Apoſtle, In explaining which in the beginning 
of the former ſermon, I ſhewed that the Ark its ſelf, wa 
a type, or figure of three things: Firſt, and principa'ly, of 
CHxisT. (2.) Of the church of CHRIST, and (3.) Of 
the goſpel diſpenſation of grace and ſal vation; that Noah, 
who built the Ark, was a type of CHRISH the Saviour of 
the church, that the creatures, choſen from all the reſt ( 
the creatures upon earth (brought to him, and placed by 
him in the Ark, wherein they were ſaved from the flood) 
were types of the elect, and called people of Gop, brought 
to, received by CHRIS H JEsus, and ſaved by him, in the 
grace of the goſpel diſpenſation, from the wrath to come, 
upon the ungodly, impenitent world. | 


Bur here I muſt go a ſtep farther, to make mount Ar. 
rat, where the Ark reſted, and into which the creature 
Entered, and went out of it, when the earth was dry, the 
air ſweet and healthy, when the ſun ſhined, the weathe ing t 


warm, ſerene, and pleaſant, a type of heaven, and the ſtat the 


of glory, into which, the church militant ſhall at laſt be mea 
removed, out of the ſtate of grace. There was at thiM Ak 
time, and at this time only, a wonderful, and doubtleſs, 2M tho( 
deſign'd fitneſs in mount Ararat, to be a type of heaven. preſ 
As the firmament having poured down its waters, in the 
ſuch abundance, and for ſo long a time, the weather muſt to h 
be clear, and the ſun did ſhine, without a cloud upon the MW of ti 


| {ky, wind or rain, much longer than ever it had been be- No. 
fore, or came to paſs afterwards unto this day; and there- 


fore, now, a much better place than the Ark, good a 


the Ark had been before; and that they muſt be ſaved in whi 


it, before they could come to the mount; even as the 
church of Gop muſt have grace here, before they call 
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to heaven, Therefore the going of the creatures out 
of the Ark, to mount Ararat, did ſurely repreſent the 
removal of the church militant out of the diſpenſation of 
grace, into the ſtate of glory; and the removal of the 
church militant on earth, into the ſtate of reſt, peace, and 
perfect felicity, is a great intereſting ſubject, and re- 
ality in the matter of ſalvation, deſerving a typical repre- 
ſentation, and here ſuicly we have it, and deſerves a ſo- 
lemn conſideration, | 


To explain it therefore, T am firſt to ſhew, who they 
were, who went from the Ark to mount Ararat, as re- 
preſenting the removal of the church on earth, into hea- 
yen: and 2dly. In what manner they went out of the 


| Ark; for the manner of their going, repreſented the 


manner of the ſaints removal out of the ſtate of grace, 


| into the ſtate of glory, 


I, Wuo they were that went out of the Ark, which 


repreſented the diſpenſation of grace, into the mount, 
which repreſented heaven, and the ſtate of glory ? All that 
were choſen, and called, received, and placed by Noah 
in the Ark, lived, and went out, male, and female, from 
the greateſt to the leaſt, of all; from the beſt to the 
meaneſt, none excepted; for there was no death in the 
Ark; tho', there was nothing but death without it; ſo 
thoſe who are brought to CHRIST, ſhall live in him: Be 
p:elerved from the deluge of wrath, which ſhall overflow 
the world of the ungodly ; be removed by him, from earth 
to heaven, and preſented to the Father of glory, none 
of them loſt, or taken trom him, Heb. ii. 13. Juſt as 
Noah, his type, fed, and preſerved all that Gop had cho- 
ſen, and ſent to him; ſo that when he brought them out, 
he might ſay to Gop: Lory ! Here are all the creatures, 
which thou haſt brought to me, and put under my care. 
I have fed, and preſerved them in the Ark, which I made 
a thy command, by thy direction, and there is none of 
| them 
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them loſt ; and I bring them all out, and deliver them to 
thee, no fewer than I had them. So CHRIST is the 8a. 
viour of the church, as he is called: Eph. v. 23. But he 
is ſaid to ſave by his grace; Epb. ii. 8. But, by what grace, 
but the grace which he communicates, through tae dif. 
penſations of grace, eſpecially the goſpel diſpenſation of 
oreater grace? He feeds his people by the means of grace, 
as Noah fed, and kept alive, all the creatures in the Ark, 
till he brought them out upon the mount. 


Tuvs the creatures ſaved in the Ark, were figures of 
Gop's people, both in their coming to, and going e out 


of Noah's Ark. 


II. So likewiſe, in the manner of their going out of 
the Ark, ſeveral ways; For, 


(I.) TRE went out gradually, one after another; 


not all at once, the door not being large enough for that, 


and it would have been inconvenient, and dangerous, 
for the leſſer, weaker, creatures would have been bruiſed, 


and killed by the greater, and ſtronger; yet more might, 


and doubtleſs did, go out at the door one time than ano- 
ther, as more did come into the Ark, by the ſame door 


at one time, one day, one time of the day, than another; 


even, as more come into the ſpiritual Ark CHRIST JEsVs, 
one time than another, as experience hath often ſhewed, 
in the courſe of time; juſt ſo as repreſented by this type; 
the members of the church militant, do go into the mount 


of glory, the upper Sion, one after another, ſome- 


times, many at onee, entered from this life into eternity, 
through death, which is a door of entrance, both to hea- 


ven and to hell; of heaven, only to Gop's children. 


(2.) Taty went out, not confuſedly, but orderly ; in 
what order they went out, we cannot tell, for we are not. 
told, in the words of the text; yet, we can conceive, they 

went 
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went out in ſome order or other, becauſe the creatures 
going out of the Ark, as well as their coming to it, 
was a figure of a great thing in the ſpiritual life, and re- 
quired order to repreſent it aright. Perhaps the fowls 


went away, and were ſent away firſt, and it may be, 
through the window of the Ark, in which way the Ra- 


yen and the Dove went out ; for, likely, the Birds lived 


in the upper ſtory of the Ak, the ſame that Noah and 
his family lived in; likely alſo, the ſtronger creatures 


went out firſt, that they might not overtake, and hurt 
the weaker; for their lives were all precious, as they re- 
preſented the ſaints of the moſt High, going to heaven. 
The four footed beaſts therefore, went out firſt after the 
fowls, and the creepers laſt ; which it may be, (as they were 


| the weaker and meaner creatures) were they that came 


into the Ark, in the laſt of the ſeven days : But whether the 


clean and uſeful, went out before the unclean and hurtful 


(to be more out of the way of the hurtful, or the hurtful 
firſt to ſpread far away, as they ſurely did, to give place 
to the clean and uſeful) we ſhall not certainly know, till 
we ſit with all the prophets in the kingdom of Gop; 
when we ſhall know, certainly, all the intereſting things 
belonging to the. church of Gop upon the earth, with 
great pleaſure and delight. 


(3.) Tuxx went out joyfully, and well they might go 
joyfully out of the Ark (where they were cloſely confin'd, 
and in a kind of priſon, tho' happy to be in it the time 
of the flood; where alſo was much darkneſs, and not 
much light, where alſo it was cold in the winter, together 
with the heavy ſmell, from the ordure of the beaſts within 
it) into the mountain, where there was none of theſe in- 
conveniences ; but the- oppoſite felieities, to all theſe. In 
going out indeed, having dwelt ſo long in darkneſs, and 
the pupils of their eyes contracted; they might be daz- 
zled in the light of the Sun, and ſtop at the door a little 

" 1 time, 
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time, but their light being enlarged, they leap for a 


and run, as I have ſeen the ſheep do, after being in the 


houſe for a night. So the children of Gop, going from 
the darkneſs of this world, through the door of death, into 
the new and ſtrange. light of eternity, may on a ſudden be 


dazzled and awed by it, but it will not be long, before the 


fearleſs joy of the Lon, will rife in their ſouls to perfect. 
ion, and be as endleſs as their ſouls are immortal; for in his 
preſence is fulneſs of joy, and. at his Tight hand are pleaſures 


for ever more. Pat. xvi. 11. 


WII therefore, ſhould the members of the church 
militant, joyfully remove out of it, into the inheritance 


of the ſaints in light, where there is no darknefs of ig- 
norance, ſin and miſery; no coldneſs of affections, but 
the perfect warmth of Gop's preſence, and love: No 
limitations and reſtraint, either in the exercifes or enjoy- 
ment of good: No ſtink of reproach for fin, for there is 
no ſin to caufe reproach, The diſagreeable, corrupting, 


company of hypocrites, and the temptations of ſatan, nor 
any remnant of the many evils, and ſumetimes' great in 
meaſure, in the church below, too near to hell, and too 
far from heaven. £ph. vi. 12. For we wrefile not againſt fleſh 
and blood, but againſt principalities, . againſt powers, againſt the 
rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs 


in high places. But the eternal perfection, of the con- 


trary good. Great reaſon have God's people to remove 


with j joy out of the church below, into the church W 


(4.) Tarr. went not out of themſelves, but were 
brought out in order by Noah; for the text tell us, that 
the LoRD commanded Noah, to bring forth all the crea- 
tures with him out of the Ark, ſaying, Bring forth with these 
every living thing that is with thee, of all fleſh, houh:of fowl, and 
of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

Cen. viii. 17, Had they gone outof themſelyes, it would 
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19 
de with confuſion, and loſs of the lives, which had been 
preſerved in the Ark. That is the reaſon why the Loxn 
commanded Noah to bring them out, that every life 
might be ſafe; for they repreſented thoſe, who are to live 


for ever, in their removal from this imperfeR life here, 


into the endleſs life of all perfection. And we have rea- 
ſon to believe, that Noah, a great ſervant of 'Gop, did 
this great work (in its ſelf, and yet greater in its ſignifica- 


tion) very carefully, and in the beſt order, to figure out 


the great thing repreſented; the removal of the faints out 


of the Rate of grace, into the much better ſtate of glory. 


 LasTLy, they went out of the Ark, never to return 
to it again. Very far they were from a defire to return 
to the darkneſs, and coldneſs in the Ark, from the light 
and warmth of the Sun upon the mountain, and return 
again to the place where they had been a long time im- 
priſ-ned in the heavy ſmell of one another, and the no 
agreeable, . tho" ſomewhat healthy, ſmell of the pitch, 


wherewith the Ark was pitched, from the ſweet healthier 


air of the pleaſant ſunny mountain, where they had a 
free range for their wings and feet. To return again to 
the Ark, where theſe felicities were. wanted, or enjoyed 
in a much leſſer meaſure, and out of which they went, 
leaping for joy, was far from their inclination, tho' the 
Ark had. been before, the beſt place in the world; the 

only place in the world, where they could be in fafety, 
and live; but now, the univerſal calamity being overpaſt; 

Mount Kearke, was a much better, and. more delightful 
Place than the Ark. 


80 thoſe, who are gone to heaven, the place of all 
happineſs, are far from defiting to come back again to 
the earth, a place of much miſery, altho? of many mer- 
cies, and much better than hell. From the ſtate of all 
perfection, to the ſtate of much imperfection, both in 
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goodneſs . happineſs; for who among them would be 
willing to come down, from the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect, to be again among hypocrites, and imperfect 
ſaints; and bear the trouble of their imperfections in the 
church below, which are not in the church above? And 
from the company of the holy happy angels, to the neigh. 
bourhood, and within the reach, of wicked, miſerable 
devils, to be tempted, and troubled by them? To come 
down from perfect knowledge and holineſs, to the for- 
mer remnant or ignorance, errors and ſin? To become 
| little, and leſs in holineſs, and to perform duty with 
difficulty, and ſelf pleaſure, as in the church below; 
to be troubled with the remnant of ſin again, which 
heaven delivered them from ? Surely far from it. 


Wourp any among them be willing, or ſhould be 
willing, to come down from riches to poverty ? from the 
enjoyment of all things, to want many things, and every 
good in ſome meaſure ? From pleaſure to pain, from joy 
to ſorrow, and from honour to difgrace ? Put off the 
crown of glory, to bear the croſs again, which they had 
born before in the world, to prepare them for the crown of 
glory above; to come from the place of reſt and peace, to 
the valley. of trouble again, to bear the troubles of this 
world of wilderneſs? No, ſo far from it, as the creatures 
were from deſiring to go back from mount Ararat to the Ark 
again, where they had been in a manner, impriſoned in 
much darkneſs, coldneſs, and unpleaſant ſcents; and being 
long toſſed on the face of the flood in much fear, and diſ- 
comfort? No, ſo far from it as the Ifraelites were from 
going back again from Canaan, a type of heaven, and 
flowing with milk and honey, to the dry tedious barren 
wilderneſs, troubled with thieves and ſerpents; and which 
would be worſt of all, to go again far from Gop, in 
whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for 
evermore. Pſalm. xvi. 12. After they had ſuffered many 
evils and diſcomforts for want of being nearer to him. 
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Uſt, Firſt ſee hence the ſin and folly of Gop's children, 
who have reaſon to beheve, both from the word of Gon, 
and from experience of his goodneſs and love, that they are 
his children, and are prepared, and preparing for the felici- 
ties of eternity, andare unwilling to die, and remove from 
the earth to heaven ; for how plainly doth it appear, from 
all that hath been ſaid, that the remove from the church 
militant here below into the church triumphant above, 
is a great and unſpeakable happineſs ? For God's people 
are far from being perfectly happy, till they are removed 
to heaven; for is it not far better to be with Gop than 
at much diſtance from him, as much evil doth, and muſt 
conſiſt with much diſtance from the Gop of happineſs? 
And that no good can be perfectly enjoyed at a diſtance 


from him; for in his preſence is fulneſs of Joy, and plea- 


{ures for evermore. 


 THrrrE. are indeed excellencies in the church here be- 
low, which are not in the kingdom of darkneſs about it; 
there is in it a true holineſs, tho* not perfect, and true 
happineſs, tho'. not perfect, as in the ſtate of glory, which 


is not, cannot be, in the kingdom of darkneſs, But the 


holineſs in the church below is mixt with a remnant of 
ſin, which gives much trouble, and the happineſs here 
much mixed with the oppoſite miſery, neither of which 
are in the ſtate of glory, and the church in eternity. 
And is it not better, much better, to be in it with Gop? 
The Apoſtle ſaith, it is far better, Phil. i. 23. and expe- 
rience will prove it, ſo for ever, True, the church of 
Gop here below is much better, even at the worſt, than 
the kingdom of darkneſs, and the world at the beſt ; 
even as the Ark toſſed on the flood was much better than 
the earth about it, and therefore the Dove ſent out to 
reconnoitre the earth, returned back to the Ark, becauſe 
there was no good to be had without it, neither reſt, food, 
ſhelter, or Company. 
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move from the church militant, to the church triumphant. 


the — 2 for this happy removal out of 


1 62 J | 
Bur the church on earth is much inferior to the 
church in heaven, and the ſtate of grace than the perſeg the ch 
Nate of glory. Why then ſhould a child of Gon, ub the þ 
hath ſerved out his time, and done his work, be backway the fa 
to remove into that better place and condition ? And is CHRI: 
it not better, much better, to be near to the Gop of hap. of reli 


pineſs, than far from him? To be perfectly wiſe, holy, ant 8 
happy, than to be imperfectly ſo, to be in perfect tell, have | 
than to be much in trouble, to rejoice always, than to be * 
often in ſorrow ? Surely it is, and therefore the children th 
of Gop are greatly to be blamed, who are backward ty he 
the happy remove, having ſuch great reaſons to remore * 
with joy. The Dove, which after its manner, mournel "mM 
in the Ark, Joyfully went out of it when the flood wa 1 


gone, and would not come to it again; and all the 
creatures going joyfully out of the Ark to Mount Ararat 25 þ 
which repreſented heaven, do condemn this unbecoming, WM jul! | 
unreaſonable diſpoſition in the children of Gov who ac ra 


his mi 


unwilling to go to their heavenly father, from all evil tb BU. 
all good. Their ſenſe of preſent evils, and of future gool lerks 
"4. muſt be dull, their faith not clear, their hope not lively, Nnuſt 


and their love to Gop very low and imperfect. For 
ſhame let it not be ſo, it is a reflection upon Gop, upon 
heaven, and your own underſtanding, your ſenſe of ſpirit- 


into 
You 
your 


ual things, and your frequent profeſſion that heaven is bet © the 


ter than the earth, and they that are in it much happier Gop 
than ok that are in the world, CEE, TIT 


That 
2. LET the profeſſors of religion examine themſelves what 


Whether they are in CHRIST, and in the faith, as they happ! 


are commanded to do 2 Cor. 13. 5. For this is the way 


if pl. 
to know, whether they have a fitneſs to have this bleſſed re- 


L. 
To be a member of CHRISIT's church, and to profeſs the Hand 


true religion only, without being in Enxlisr, is not all ü 
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de church on earth, to the church in heaven : Therefore 
the Apoſtle doth not ſtop at examine whether ye are in 
me faith, but he joins with it, examine whether ye are in 
CurIST, leſt ye be reprobates for many make a profeſſion 
of religion, who are not in CHRIST, but hypocrites, and 
continuing ſo, ſhall not have this happy remove, and they 
have no ground to hope for it. They ſhall indeed be 
removed out of this world, and out of the church of 
Go, but it will be to hell, where is weeping, and wailing 
and gnaſhing of teeth, the ſad portion of | hypocrites in the 
other world. Math. xxiv. 51. And it will be ſurely worſe, 
nuch worſe to go out of the church of Gop to hell, than 
to go out of the world, without the church to it. Math. 
xi, 20. Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein mol of 
his mighty works were done, becauſe they repented not. Sc. to 
25. And. Math. viii, 11, 12. And I ſay unto you, that many 
all come from the eaſt and weſt, and ſhall fit down with 
firabam, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 
But the children of the kingdom ſpall be caft out into outer 
darkneſs + there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Men 
nuſt be in the ſtate of grace, or they will not be fit to go 
into the ſtate of glory, and therefore ſhall not go to it. 
You have need therefore carefully to examine, whether 
your lives do anſwer to the characters given in ſcripture 
tothe children of Gop, who ſhall inherit the kingdom of 
Gon: whether your principles, tempers, and actions, 
ie what the law and word of Gop requires them to be: 
That you do what Gop commands, and abſtain from 
what he forbids: Then you may rejoice in the hope of a 
happy removal from the kingdom of grace, to the kingdom 
if glory; otherwiſe you have no ground to hope for it. 


LasTLY, Advice, to ſaints and ſinners, to men, good 
and bad, I | 


1. To good men, From what hath been ſaid, it 
follows, that thoſe that can find upon omparing their 
| lives 


7 
D 
r 


t 64 J 
lives, their principles, tempers, profeſſion, and pradiet hope 
their ends and deſigns, with the word of Gop, that they acco 
are conformable to it, and brought into the ſtate of grace, Ther 
which is a ſure preparation, and ſign of a happy removal I 4552. 
into the more bleſſed ſtate of glory; ought to bleſs Goo ſſl your 
for removing them from the kingdom of darkneſs into the Ml well 
kingdom of grace, ſo the Apoſtle teaches. Col. i. 12, 14, 
Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 1 
le partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light : ' Who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated they 
us into the kingdom af his dear Sen And to be. much, and 7 
more in the preparing for the happy removal, by ftrength- Um 
ening the habit within, and by an abundant exerciſe of al vay 
the parts of the ſpiritual life, in order to obtain the bappi- hear 
neſs of an abundant entrance, a more happy removal to er 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lox D JESUS Carisr, place 
promiſed to thoſe who abound in well doing. 2 Pet. i. 5, to even 
12. Which is much better than a difficult entrance to it. perſu 
An abundant preparation for eternity, is the way to be r pla 
more comfortable in life, death, and the world to come, Mis a r 
and a reaſon for ſuch a preparation. There is one thing, N this 
which never hath yet been, nor ever will be in the world, Mir thi 
that any man in the world ſhould be ſorry. at laſt for holy 
having done much for Gop, and himſelf; but many, Mchurc 
very many have repented, and had cauſe to repent {WIect: 
for their ſloth and careleſſneſs, in the ſpiritual life; and Micave 
have lived uncomfortably, died fearfully, anpound into 
before Gop in judgment, with leſs joy and confidence, that 
and their happineſs leſs to all eternity. And ſurely it ill Numb 
becomes a man, who expecteth the felicities of heaven and they 
all good to be little, both in preparation for it, and ex- Wibove 
pectation of it ; which in an active Chriſtian, is the great great 
comfort of his life, and death. Such a man may well be een: 
patient in tribulation, and joyful in hope, as adviſed. Rom, Nexpec 
xii. 12. Rejoicing in hope + patient in tribulation; continuing his el 
inſtant in Prayer; And ſtand immoveably rejoicing in the nd 
hope 
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hope of the glory of Gop, Rom. v. 2. Do therefore 
according to the Apoſtle's advice in 1 Cor, xv. 58. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord, And all will be 


well for ever. 


2, UNconVERTED ſinners, and bad men, are hence 
exhorted to repent, and believe, and turn to Gop, that 
they may be truly fit to come to his houſe, and be nearer 
to him, to be fitted to enter into, and dwell in the king- 
dom of glory for ever. For the church militant is the 
way to the church triumphant ; yet there are ſome who 
bear much, and have ſome knowledge, who will not ſubmit 
to enter into it, but hope to go to heaven, a much better 
place, either by leaping over it, or paſling by it; and are 
wen offended with the miniſters of CHRIST, charitably 
perſuading them to it, as if the church of Gop was not 
place good enough for them. And this kind of offence 
is a new kind of pride, not heard of in former times: yet 
this is the way of paſſing into heaven, as the ſanctuary 
in the tabernacle, and temple was the way into the moſt 
holy place, repreſenting heaven. In this way, thro? the 
church militant, the ſaints both of the old and new 
Teſtament, and even the Son of Gop himſelf, paſſed into 
heaven, through Gop's lower houſe on earth, they paſſed 
into his upper houſe in heaven : Nor did the foulneſs 
that was in it (and it was very foul in his time, and the 
number of true ſaints in it but few) hinder this. Who are 
they then, and what are they who are ſo proud as to be 
above entring into it? but think to leap over it ('tis too 
great a leap) or paſs by it, leaving it on the left hand 
0 enter into glory. But upon what ground can they 
expect to be welcomed to Gop's houſe above, who ſlight 
lis church below? And as to thoſe who on the other 
and think they are not fit to come to Gop's church 
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here, and yet think to go to BAL a much purer place, 
it is a prepoſterous unreaſonable way of thinking, which 
ſhews their ignorance and inconſideration. 


tae whoſe nature is changed from evil to _ and 
have repented and believed in Jesus CHRIST, have the 
fitneſs to come to the church of Gop, to be prepared in 
it, and to be removed from it to the church above; into 
which it is the proper way. The creatures whom God 
choſe and drew to be ſaved muſt be ſaved in the Ark, 
and from the Ark to be removed to Mount Ararat, which 
for that time was a type of heaven, into which the eled, 
and called people of Gop, are removed out of the church 
below. Come on then at God's invitation and call, 
while his hapd is ſtretched out to help you, and delay 
not, leaſt the door of merey is ſhut, as the door was ſhut 
againſt the fooliſh virgins, becauſe they Joſt their time; 
Math. xxv. 10. and as the door of the Ark was ſhut 
againſt thoſe who remained without it. Salvation is ob- 
tainable, and obtained in the day of grace, but after that is 
impoſſible ; now therefore ſeek the Loxp while he may be 
found, call upon him while he is near ; as we are adviſed: 
1a. lv. 6, Therefore be wiſe, and be your own friends 
in time, that you may not be fools in your Jatter end, 
and fools for ever: And then the endleſs eternity. cannot 


wear away your ſhame and vane, and put an . to 
your miſery. | | 
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GO D's Nortce, 


and KnowLEDGE of the Mean, Meaueſt, 
And 
MNorſß of his Caravans. 


From Feel ii. 7, 8, g. They ſhall run like mighty men, they ſhall | 
climb the wall like men of war; and they fhall march every © 
one on his tways, and they ſhall not break their ranks. Neither 


Hall one thruft another, they ſhall walk every one in his path: 
and when they fall upon the ſword, they ſhall not be wounded. 
They ſhall run to and.,fro in the city; they all run upon 
the wall, they ſhall climb up upon the houſes ; they ſhall enter 
in at the windows, lite a thief. Nahum iii. 15, 16, 17. 

There ſhall the fire devour thee ;, the ſword ſhall cut thee off - 

it ſhall eat thee up like the nk ; make thyſelf many 
as the canker-worm, make thy ſelf many as the locuſts. Thou 
haſt multiplied thy merchants above the lars of heaven : the 
canker-worm ſpoileth, and flieth away. Thy crowned are as 
the locuſts, and thy captains as the great graſt- hoppers, which 
camp in the hedges in the cold day, but when the ſun ariſeth they 
flee away, and their place is not known where they are. 


O TH theſe texts do ſhew Gop's notice and 

knowledge of the manner and motion of diverſe 
mean deſpicable creatures. Of the Locuſts in the firſt 
words of the text, i. e, That they go together in order 
like an army without breaking their ranks, or hindering 
one another in their way, or turning back; and devour- 
ing all before them. He ſpeaks indeed of their motion 
and manner in the execution of Judgment upon a ſinful 
people, but there is no reaſon for limiting Gop's know- 
ledge of their motion in the execution of Judgment only, 
but reaſons enough againſt it, 25 the future heads of the 
viſcourie will ſhew ; for he knows their manner in com- 
mon, and at all times, 


K 2 IN 


r 


In the ſecond words of the text we have Gop's notice of 


the Canker-worm, which deſtroyeth and flieth away. And 

the manner of the locuſts both in cold and warm weather, 
Hence obſerve, God's notice and knowledge of the manner 
and motion of the mean, meaneſt, and worſt of his crea. 
tures; confirmed by other places of ſcripture, for the 
wiſdom of Gop takes notice to the obſervation of all, of 
the motion of a Serpent upon a rock, which leaves no 
tract, of the Ants in ſummer, of the Locuſts, and of the 
Spider; Prov. xxx. 19, — 25, 27, — 28. So then Gop's 
knowledge of the motion and manner of the meaneſt and 
worſt of his creatures is a reality of ſome importance, 
contained within the circle of the univerſal knowledge 
of things; for we ſee it is put down in Gop's word for 
our information, and improvement for good ends. T 0 
explain this; I am, 


Firſt, To ſhew the properties of Gov's knowledge 
of this matter, | 


Secondly, Prove that he bath, and muſt have this 
knowledge of it. | 5 
I. How, and in what manner, he knows the moti- 


on and manner of the mean, and meaner r part of his 
animal creation ? And, 


(1.) HE knows it truly without error, or miſtake, for 


ſo he knows every thing, and this as well as any other 


thing, and any other thing as well as this. (2.) He 
| knows it fully; not in ſome meaſure partly, but in every 
| meaſure fully; ſo as there is no room to know it fuller, 
and to know it better. (3.) He knows the motion and 
manner of the meaner creatures always, and unchangeably, 
as well one time as another; in time preſent, paſt, and 
future. His fore-knowledge of all things, and therefore 
of this, being as perfect as his remembrance of things 
paſt, and his remembrance of things paſt, as perfect, and 
infallible as his knowledge of things preſent. (4+) And 
: 55 all 


b „„ 
otice of {1} this unchangeably the ſame for ever. ( 8.0 And all this 
ay. And Nalſo at once without a ſucceſſion of thought; as in angels 
weather, Wand men, but knowing this, and all things elſe at one 
- manner MWiiew; a manner of knowing things peculiar . ta 
his crea. Jehovah. 

Been. II. PRovE that Jehovah hath, and muſt neceſſarily 
, of have, this knowledge of the manner, and motion of the 

no meaner, and worſt part of his creatures in the world. 


d of the 

n Gop's From his Eſſential perfections and Abilities for it; 

aneſt and and becauſe it is his will and choice, to have this 

Dortance, knowledge for ſeveral ends and purpoſes. 

10wledpe *Tis plainly proved from his Eſſential Attributes, 

word for and ſhall be known by him who knows all things, and 
cannot be ignorant of any thing. Fob xlii. 1, 2. Then Job 


ds. To 
"2 anfivered the LoRD, and ſaid, I know that thou canſt do every 
thing, and that no thought can he witholden from thee. And 
1 John iii. 20. we have reaſon to admire and praiſe it, as 
1; MW David doth his knowledge and omnipreſence Pſal. cxxxix, 
ve this 
| 2, to 12. Thou knowe}t my down-ſitting and mine up-riſing, thou 

3 underſtandeſt my thought afar off. Thou compaſſeſt my path and 
moti- n hing down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For 
of his Wl there is ot a word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord thou 
inoweft it altogether. Thou haſt beſet me behind and before, 

ke, for N and laid thine hand upon me, Such knowledge is too wonder = 
other ul for me : it is high, I cannot attain unto it, &c. Hath Gop 
.) He created any thing, the leaſt, and meaneſt of all, of which, 
every he will not take perfect notice? A great proof of this, and 


fuller, the greateſt of all, was his preparing an Ark, with long 
labour and pains, to ſave the leaſt, and meaneſt of them 


owledge 


n and 

eably, from deſtruction, for propagation and continuance in 
t, and the world. | | 

refore SE Gov's fieneſs to judge of the manner of his 


hings creatures, even his perfect knowledge of this and that, 
, and it pertains to him to judge of this; for the Creator of 
And things is the owner of things, of all things, and conſe- 
all | | quently 


K 7 
quently the judge of them, of this thing among che ad 
- Which as it is a reality within the compaſs of univer. 
ſal knowledge, cannot be above the notice of the univerſal 
judge of all things. | 
HERE is a reproof to thoſe, who are above taking 
particular notice of Gop's creatures, while the bleſſed 
Go himſelf is not above taking notice of his creatures, 
and hath put it on record for our obſervation, Solomon 
who had the gift of wiſdom from Gop, was a Philoſopher, 
and wrote of trees, and herbs, 1 Kings iv. ult. Sound Divi. 
nity, with ſound Philoſophy, the knowledge of Goy'; 
works with his word doth beſt, better than either Fong 
without the other. 
Bur this commends found Philoſophers who FRED the 
works and creatures of Gos, to a good end, to know him 
more and better. The knowledge of Gop's works of 
creation is both inſtructing and diverting, to a ſober mind, 
Axp here is an uſe of comfort alſo, For Gop who 
takes notice of, and knows the manner and motion of 
the leaſt of his creatures, will ſurely take notice of, and re- 
ward the leaſt motions of his people in well doing, ſhewing 
the greatneſs of his knowledge for his praiſe. It ſhews 


| alſo that men ſhould be cautious how they deal with his 


_ creatures from the greateſt to the leaſt, becauſe the Lox» 
takes notice of it, and will judge about it. A Dignitary of 
the church of England was lately heard to ſay, that he did 


not believe that Gop Almighty takes notice of this late 
war, The time will come when he will be aſhamed to 


ſay ſo of the Gop of knowledge, who takes notice of all 


things in heaven, earth, and hell, 
| INFERENC E S. 
1. FRoM this knowledge of the motion and manner 


of the meaner part of his creatures, is naturally and 


juſtly infer'd his knowledge of them in all other reſpects. 
Of their parts, fize, form, colour, numbers, qualities, 
diſpoſitions, 
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ts © d uſe in the world, as well as their motions 
On 4 what is done by them, and done to them 3 
* hy ſhould he know this, and not know every thing 
3 ? There being the ſame reaſons for Gop's 
le one thing as well as another, or to know 
any thing more or leſs, or better than another, there is 


no reaſon at all. 


Jod's knowledge of the motions and manner of 

a — ge . creatures, melee of _ 
the moſt eminent among the creatures, tho by nature t : 
worſt of them, morally conſidered, who is the Lonp an 
manager of the other creatures, is hence inferred ; of this an 
inſtance is given from the King of Aſſyria, a great _ 
of God, 1/ai. xxxvii. 28. But I know thy abode, _— 
going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage againſi me. There 
being no reaſon to think that Gop ſhould have a better 
and greater knowledge of the manner, and agency of the 
meaner, than of the more excellent uſeful creatures in 
5 8 an inſtance, a great inſtance of the greatneſs 
of Gop's knowledge of things, for how amazingly great, 
unutterable, and inconceivable, is the perfect knowledge 
of the motions and agency of the innumerable part - the 
meaner creation in all places and times ? Theſe 777 . 
that Gop hath, and cannot but have this _—_ NOW: 
ledge, among his other parts of univerſal knowledge. 

Becavse he is an infinite Spirit of all knowledge, 
Omnipreſent with, and through all things, to ſee, and 
know all things, at all times, and in all places at once. 
2 Chron. vi. 18. But will God in very deed divell with 
men on the earth? Behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain thee; haw much leſs this hauſe which I have 
built ! Pfal. cxxxix. 7, to 13. V climb up into heaven, 
thou art there : if I go down to hell, thou art there alſo. If 
I take the wings of the morning: and remain in the en 
parts of the ſea; Even there alſo ſpall thy hand lead me : 
and thy right hand ſball hoid me. If ſay, Ee” 


— 


fecret places, that I ſhall not ſee him? faith the Lord, D 
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1 72 J 
the darkneſs ſhall cover me : then ſhall my night be tury, 
to day. Yea, the darkneſs is no darkneſs with thee, but th, 
night is as clear as the day the darkneſs and light to thee ar, 
both alike. Jer. xxiii. 23, 24. Am [7 a God at hand, ſaith 
the Lord, and not a God afar off: can any hide himſelf in 


. a NA r 


not T fill heaven and earth? ſaith the Lord, And he could 
not be Almighty, without being alſo all knowing, for 
infinite knowledge muſt neceſſarily be the direction of 
infinite power in all his works, natural and ſpiritual, | 


Aa LAH pane 


2. PRoOvE that Gop hath, and muſt have this know- ; 
ledge of the manner of the meaner and worſt of the | 


creatures upon earth, becauſe jt is his will to have this 


knowledge of it, and that — or diverſe ends and 
cauſes: As, 


(1.) BECAUSE they are his creatures, for GoD, if he could do i it, 
which indeed he cannot, he would not create any creature whoſe man- 
ner he could not underſtand at any time. (2.) As he is their Creator, 
he owns them, and calls them his own; for he calls the Palmer-worms, 
the Canker-worms, the Caterpillars, and the Locufts, his great 
army, in the Prophet Joel i. 4. ii. 11, 25. And ſurely he will and 
muſt take notice of his own in all reſpe&s, and thoroughly know them. 


(3.) They are all under his care and protection, which extendeth to the 


falling of the hair, the fall of a Sparrow, Math. x. 29, 30. to the leaſt 


things in the creation, to leſſer things than this; and therefore to this. 


(4.) They are inſtruments of his will, ſometimes to execute judgment, 
for fin only, as here in the Prophet. Sometimes at once to be inſtruments 


of judgment and mercy, as the Frogs, Lice, Flies, Locuſts, in Egypt, 
and the Hornets in Canaan in favour of God's people againſt their ene- 


mies. All their motions muſt have an inclination either for hurt, or 
uſefulneſs, he muſt therefore ſee and know where they come, where they 
go, and what they do, that he may judge about it. (5.) Here we ſee 


are many reaſons to prove that Gop hath, and muſt have, this knowledge 


of the meaneſt of his Creatures, 
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